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"My paintings navigate the complex relationship between individuals and their 
external environment, both physical and sociological. To some extent, every human 
being is the product of their own nature and a specific context formed by their life 
experience and social condition." 

Jiaming You 

BONIAN SPACE is pleased to announce the first solo exhibition, Remnant of City and 
Flora, by artist Jiaming You, from May 12 to June 9, 2024. Curated by Wang Yaoli, the 

exhibition features ten of You's latest works, focusing on the interaction between 

artificial natural elements and the urban environment, thereby exploring the complex 

relationship between the individual and their external surroundings. 

You has long been interested in the relations between small individuals and the lived 

environment. While her previous works focused on portraying the state of individuals, 

her latest works shifted the eye to "natural landscapes" in urban areas with artificial 

traces. Spaces with "natural" attributes, such as botanical gardens, campsites, and 

greenhouses, are manufactured products that reflect humanity's renewed longing for 

nature after undergoing socialization and urbanization. Unlike primitive nature, urban 

landscapes often bear evident artificial traces and attempt to showcase a kind of 

human-specific visual aesthetics. 

In this series of works, You draws inspiration from the commonplace "artificial nature" 

of life, placing indistinguishable figures in the background of the composition or 

blending them with the environment, thus amplifying the presence of "nature". The 

seemingly scattered and pieced-together images, with deliberate traces of human 

intervention, evoke an unexpected harmony and attractiveness. In the intermediate 

place where humans and nature shape each other, You, through painting, 

reassembles scattered threads of our lives, guiding us to re-examine and contemplate 

the ambiguous connections between humanity, society, and nature that cannot be 

severed entirely. 
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Jiaming You 

 

Born 1991 in Shanghai, China.  

Lives and works in Chicago, United States.  

 

Education 
2018, Bachelor of Science degree, the University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA 

2019, Post-Baccalaureate Certificate, the School of the Art Institute of Chicago,  

Chicago, USA 

2022, Master of Fine Arts degree, the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, 

USA 

 

Solo and Duo Exhibitions 
2024, Remnant of City and Flora, BONIAN SPACE, Beijing, China 

2023, ;products of desire: (with Linye Jiang), W. Gallery, Chicago, US 

 

Selected Group Exhibitions 
2023, Culture Nomad, 4C Gallery, Los Angeles, US 

2023, In New Light, W. Gallery, Chicago, US 

2023, Inner World, Ely Center of Contemporary Art, New Haven, US 

2023, Different Names (For the Same Thing) , The Martin, Chicago, US 

2022-23, Encounter, Chicago Cultural Center , Chicago, US 

2022, Packing Light, Ohklahomo, Chicago, US 

2022, It Came from the Lagoon, Betsy Gallery, Ox-Bow, US 

2022, Pink Signage, SAIC Gallery, Chicago, US 

2022, Pamphlet Show, Patient Info, Chicago, US 

2021, Goodbye Horses, The Research House for Asian Art, Chicago, US  

2019, Halo Halo , Pintô International, New York, US  

2018, Clown School, Gallery 7, Madison, US 

2017, House Party, Gallery 7, Madison, US 
 

Art Fairs 

2024, Beijing Contemporary Art Fair, Beijing, China 

2023, Nanjing Art Fair International, Nanjing, China  
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About Curator 

 

Wang Yaoli is a curator, writer, and media worker based in Beijing, the director of 

BONIAN SPACE, with an MFA degree in Curatorial Practice from the School of Visual 

Arts (SVA), New York, and a BFA degree in major Art History and minors in Psychology 

and Japanese from the University of Miami (UM), Florida, USA. She focuses on the 

practice of emerging artists and the development of the contemporary art market. Her 

academic research focuses on the development of ecological art and biotechnology 

in the post-human context, as well as geo-folk cultures and mythology in 

contemporary society.  
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About BONIAN SAPCE 

Established in Beijing in 2022, BONIAN SPACE focuses on discovering and 

encouraging emerging contemporary artists. The space supports vibrant artists with a 

global perspective to develop in their professional fields through various forms such 

as exhibitions, academic research, and public education. BONIAN SPACE is committed 

to promoting international communication and cooperation between artists, the 

public, and multiple institutions to explore new opportunities and possibilities in the 

contemporary art context. 
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