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GAO Xintong: Blazing Flow

Curated by Wang Yaoli

2024.12.14-2025.01.18

"l aim to pursue a flow that feels natural'— a deliberate act that seems to unfold
unintentionally. It is both a conscious choice and an unconscious natural emergence.
This duality grants me freedom and greater possibilities in creation, and I hope viewers
can experience varied interpretations and layers within the flat space of my paintings."

— Gao Xintong

BONIAN SPACE is pleased to announce the solo exhibition Blazing Flow by artist Gao
Xintong, from December 14, 2024 to January 12, 2025. Curated by Wang Yaoli, the
exhibition will feature over ten latest oil paintings by Gao. Through two different forms,
abstract and figurative, the works visually awaken the "primal" memories of the
collective unconscious, expressing a quest for and exploration of higher human

spirituality.

Starting from studies in Italy, Gao's paintings predominantly feature abstract and fluid
lines, with vibrant colors that illuminate soft yet bright light and shadows. These
elements interweave or collide, as the artist uses his brush to capture the dynamics of
"gi (a flowing air that resembles spiritual energy)" in nature, creating an intangible yet
palpable energy. It is difficult to determine whether his work depicts a space imbued
with the flow of air or the process of air movement shaping the space itself. Gao's
abstract paintings reveal his persistent pursuit of "flow" — a non-static visual
experience, akin to air moving through space, guiding the viewer toward an intangible
yet vivid state of perception. This flow is not merely physical but also spiritual,

embodying the natural emergence of nature itself.

During a prior project, an impromptu painting sparked Gao's interest in the gestures and

postures of "hands." In Western classical painting, hand gestures often serve as iconic
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religious symbols, signifying identity or spiritual connotations. Later, a chance reading
of The Golden Bough by James George Frazer, a historical chronicle of humanity's
spiritual pursuits, rekindled Gao's contemplation of the "collective unconscious." Gao
observed keenly how "spirituality" is increasingly overlooked in an era dominated by
technological progress and consumer culture. Building on his improvisational hand-
themed works, he incorporated symbols of spirituality such as vines, flames, and
serpents, creating three figurative paintings titled 7he Golden Bough. These works
invite viewers to revisit humanity's "primal memory" of spirituality, re-examining the

profound connections between human and nature, and human and the universe.

The exhibition Blazing Flow takes its title from imaginary, non-existent element,
showcasing Gao Xintong's mastery of both abstract and figurative techniques, at the
same time, the exhibition explores the response to the rapid development of
contemporary society, which is the return of human spirituality. The power of art lies
in its ability to transcend the material and touch the spiritual world deep inside the

human heart. And in this era, that power is even more important.
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About Artist

GAO Xintong
Born 1998 in Anshan, China

Lives and works in Bologna, Italy

Education

2020, Bachelor of Painting degree, Carrara National Academy of Fine Arts, Carrara,
Italy

2022, Master of Painting degree, Carrara National Academy of Fine Arts, Carrara,

Italy

Solo Exhibitions

2024, Blazing Flow, BONIAN SPACE, Beijing, China

2024, Whispers of Velocity, LATITUDE Gallery, New York, USA
2024, Abstract Echoes, HOFA Gallery, London, UK

2023, Beyond Visible, HOFA Gallery, London, UK

2021, From Complex to Simple, Votré Gallery, Massa-Carrrara, Italy
2020, A.Y.A, Votré Gallery, Massa-Carrara, Italy

Group Exhibitions

2024, Worlds Beyonds World, Museo Archeologico Versiliese “Bruno Antonucci” -
Piazza Duomo, Pietrasanta (LU), Italy2024, MAGNIFICA, AAIE Contemporary Art
Center, Rome, Italy2024, II Edizione della Biennale di Todi 2024, AATE Contemporary
Art Center, Todi, Italy2023, Kasthalia AcquaVita, Palazzo Rospigliosi, Rome,
Italy2023, Enticing the Miraculous, HOFA Gallery, Mykonos, Greece2022, Ideologia
Eccellente, AATE Contemporary Art Center, Rome, Italy2022, BAU 18, Paola Raffo
Arte Contemporanea, Pietrasanta, Italy2021, This Moment, HOFA Gallery, London,
UK2021, Mindscapes, HOFA Gallery, UK2021, Anachronistic, Votré Gallery, Massa,
Italy2020, Saints and Monsters, IAT City Of Lucca, Lucca, Italy2020, Red Off Topic,
Flamingo Art Gallery, Carrara, Italy2019, The "Series One", Massa, Italy2019, La
Procedura, Massa, Italy2018, Book of Art, Firenze Palazzo medici riccardi, duomo di

carrara, Pontedera, palazzo pretorio, Carrara, Italy2018, Eterna, Academy of Fine
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Arts of Carrara, Carrara, Italy2018, Collective Exhibition at ACSL, Massa,
Italy2018, The Lure of Tradition, MIC Gallery, Carrara, Italy

Art Fairs

2024, Beijing Contemporary Art Fair, BONIAN SPACE, Beijing, China

2024, Affordable Art Fair Hong Kong 2024, AAIE Contemporary Art Center, Hong
Kong, China

2023, NADA Miami 2023, LATITUDE Gallery, Miami, USA

2022, Palm Beach Art Miami fairs, HOFA Gallery, Miami, USA

2021, CONTEXT Art Miami Fairs, HOFA Gallery, Miami, USA
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About Curator

Wang Yaoli is a curator, writer, and media worker based in Beijing, the director
of BONIAN SPACE, with an MFA degree in Curatorial Practice from the School
of Visual Arts (SVA), New York, and a BFA degree in major Art History and
minors in Psychology and Japanese from the University of Miami (UM), Florida,
USA. She focuses on the practice of emerging artists and the development of the
contemporary art market. Her academic research focuses on the development
of ecological art and biotechnology in the post-human context, as well as geo-

folk cultures and mythology in contemporary society.
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About BONIAN SAPCE

Established in Beijing in 2022, BONIAN SPACE focuses on discovering and
encouraging emerging contemporary artists. The space supports vibrant artists
with a global perspective to develop in their professional fields through various
forms such as  exhibitions, academic  research, and  public
education. BONIAN SPACE is  committed to  promoting international
communication and cooperation between artists, the public, and multiple
institutions to explore new opportunities and possibilities in the contemporary

art context.

WeChat: {HFEZ A= H
RED: {HHEZAR= M
Instagram: bonian.space
Artsy: BONIAN SPACE
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