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The exhibition theme ‘Enrichment’ is a term from the field of zookeeping. It
refers to the practice of stimulating captive animals to engage in more natural
behaviors by strategically using props, food, scents, and other factors with—
in enclosed environments. This encourages the animals to exhibit behaviors

closer to their natural instincts and habits.

In this exhibition, the gallery space itself resembles a large ecological tank,
and the exhibition serves as an 'enrichment' for the artists and their works
residing within it. As descendants of primates, humans possess an inherent
arboreal nature. Extending from this concept, the exhibition in the space of
Nanko Gallery unfolds vertically, with the works and territories of two artists
being distributed at different heights. Through this vertical overlapping, the
exhibition not only showcases the artists' distinct styles but also weaves a

unified core throughout the exhibition's layout and movement pathways.
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‘Enrichment’ originates from the artistic philosophy of Xiaochi Dong.
Throughout his artistic journey, the "ecological tank" has remained
a cherished subject of observation for him. "It is an artificially
created environment that simulates animal behavior adaptations,
yet it is more stable than the environment in its natural, pristine
state," he explains.

Among the exhibited pieces, the artworks dispersed on the
gallery's second floor emulate the forms of tropical plants within
the ecological tank, offering a perspective that allows observation
from the interior to the exterior. In his past creations, Xiaochi
drew inspiration from greenhouse environments like the Shanghai
Botanical Garden and the Kew Garden in London. Typically, this
kind of "observation" occurred from the outside looking in.

However, as his creative journey evolved, he gradually shifted his
perspective. He narrowed his focus to the ecological tank where
he kept poison dart frogs in London, transitioning his gaze from
an external observation to an inward one. Through the lens of the
animals he cared for, he began to scrutinize the so-called "real
world" outside, offering a unique insight from the inside out.

For Xiaochi, his undergraduate and graduate studies in traditional
Chinese painting in Shanghai have profoundly influenced his artistic
style. In his artworks, the delicate brushstrokes of mountains,
rivers, trees, and stones merge with the pointillist style of European
painting, creating subtle and intricate textures. By incorporating
materials like volcanic ash, he achieves a serene, rational yet hazy,
and warm effect in his creations, blending precision with emotion.
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Would bamboo bloom
XIAOCHI DONG i
2022

E % gﬂ Ink and volcanic clay on linen

2/, KEHR, THHE

130h x 160w cm
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Begonia Sizemoreae

XIAOCHI DONG aliplldion
2023
E % gﬂ Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel

Kl B, £ Kk
38h x 21.5w cm




Doristis Pulcherrima

XIAOCHI DONG i
2023
E % gﬂ-" Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel

XKilE. 8. 2. Kk
30h x 29.2w cm




Aglaomorpha Coronas

XIAOCHI DONG i
2023
E % gﬂ Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel

KliE, &BH. B, KR
16.9h x 92w cm




XIAOCHI DONG Folypodium Sp.
E2)

E % gﬂ 2023

Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel
TN =7 N N 1
38.1h x 59w cm




Philodendron Pedatum ‘Glad Hands’
XIAOCHI DONG w2t (1)

E % gﬂ 2023

Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel
X, B £ Kk
26.6h x 50w cm




Anoectochilus Chapaensis

XIAOCHI DONG e
2023
E % gﬂ']' Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel

XKilE. 8. 2. Kk
28.6h x 45w cm




Begornia Ferox

XIAOCHI DONG o e
2023
E % gﬂ"’ Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel

XKilE. 8. 2. Kk
34.7h x 38w cm




Begornia Amphioxus

XIAOCHI DONG o
2023
E # gﬂ Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel

XKilE. 8. 2. Kk
60.1h x 75w cm




Polypodium Sp.

XIAOCHI DONG Vpodiar S
2023

E % gﬂ']' Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel
X, B £ Kk

15.9h x 68w cm




Anthurium Bakeri

XIAOCHI DONG e
2023
E % gﬂ Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel

XKilE. 8. 2. Kk
28.8h x 80w cm




Monstera Obliqua Peru

XIAOCHI DONG Pyt
2023
E % gﬂ Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel

Kl B, £ Kk
16.2h x 45w cm




Philodendron Florida Ghost’
XIAOCHI DONG BRBIAINERG

s£0 2029
Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel

Kl B, £ Kk
55h x 35.4w cm




Begonia Cracklin Ros/e

XIAOCHI DONG e
2023
E % gﬂ Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel

Xilit., B £, KR
30.5h x 55w cm, 20.1h x 18w cm




XIAOCHI DONG
-

Begonia Taiwaniana

BENSE

2023

Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel
TN -7 N NI

38.1h x 59w cm




Monstera Adansonii

XIAOCHI DONG vt
2023
E % gﬂ Volcanic clay, pastel and ink on wood panel

XKilE. 8. 2. Kk
65h x 39.1w cm




Leaving from the earth 7
XIAOCHI DONG g a1

E # gﬂ 2023

Pastel on bookcloth
HEREHE
50h x 35w cm / 59h x 44w cm (framed)







Leaving from the earth 2

XIAOCHI DONG &, 2
2023

E % gﬂ Pastel on bookcloth
HEREHE

50h x 35w cm / 59h x 44w cm (framed)
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Vivarium of Escudo

XIAOCHI DONG il
2023
E % gﬂ‘" Volcanic clay, pastel, ink, handmade paper

XKilE. 8. £+, FIEK
57h x 77w cm




Vivarium of Rio Branco

XIAOCHI DONG S . R ]
2023
E % gﬂ‘" Volcanic clay, pastel, ink, handmade paper

XKilE. 8. £+, FIEK
57h x 77w cm
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Nan Ke Gallery

Xiaochi Dong

Born in 1993, Dong Xiaochi earned a master's degree from the Royal College of Art in the
United Kingdom and currently lives and works in both London and Shanghai. Dong's artistic
practice is deeply rooted in classical Chinese painting while also exploring the experimental
logic of contemporary art. His works exhibit harmonious visual elements that seamlessly blend
various aesthetic traditions.

Drawing inspiration from artificial landscapes of different scales, including traditional Chinese
gardens, botanical gardens, and miniature ecosystems, Dong explores diverse concepts
related to simulating, imitating, and compressing nature. His creative endeavors primarily
encompass painting and mixed-media pieces. By creating images saturated with hints of

light, humidity and atmosphere, Dong aims to give form to contemporary images of nature.

Education:

2021-2023

MA Painting, Royal College of Arts, London, UK

2015-2018

MA Chinese Painting, Shanghai Academy of Fine Arts, Shanghai, CN
2011-2015

BA Chinese Painting, Shanghai Academy of Fine Arts, Shanghai, CN

Exhibition:

2023, Enrichment, Nan Ke Gallery, Shanghai

2023, Tender like asphalt, Sherbet Green, London

2023, Gardening on Borrowed Time, Studio West, London
2023, Return to Nature, Pearl Art Museum (PAM), Shanghai
2023, RA Summer Exhibition, Royal Academy of Arts, London
2023, Evolution: Singularity, Nan Ke Gallery, Shanghai

2023, Recursion, Split Gallery, London

Artist Residency:
2020, Swatch Art Peace Hotel, Shanghai, CN



Nan Ke Gallery

Nan Ke Gallery is an emerging gallery dedicated to exploring the boundaries of
contemporary art, focusing on the creative expressions of young Chinese artists. The
gallery represents artists working in various media, including installation, film, sculpture,
and painting. Nan Ke Gallery emphasises the formal and conceptual aspects of artistic
creation and actively reflects on and explores topics and issues at the forefront in local
and international contexts, seeking to uncover the connections between art, society,

culture, and technology.

Located in a century-old mansion in the heart of Shanghai, Nan Ke Gallery is adjacent
to several listed historic buildings. Hosting regular lectures, artist salons, and other
events, Nan Ke Gallery aims to become the definitive resource for emerging Chinese
contemporary art and to create a diverse platform for artists, curators, collectors, and

art lovers alike to exchange ideas and experiences.
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Nan Ke Gallery
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10:30 - 18:30
Tuesday - Sunday
BAZZREHA
Tel: 021-52727270
LIshEBRKERIE386F 55
No. 5, Lane 386, Changle Road, Huangpu District, Shanghai

% Nan Ke Gallery
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1w Nan Ke Gallery FEati iR

% info@nankegallery.com



