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Mike Lee

Fishbowl

Duration
2024.1.26 - 2024.2.29

Address
Room 314, No. 7, Lane 314, Tongren Road, Jing’an District, Shanghai

Korean-American artist Mike Lee's solo exhibition Fishbowl will open on January 26, 2024 in
Sifang Art Museum’s Tongren Road Space, inside the historic Avenue Apartments in Shanghai.
While persisting with his digital style, Mike L ee integrates fragmentary compositions with ever-
changing greyscale in his new works created in 2023, retrieving humanized experiences found in
emotional fluxes and episodic memories.

Mike Lee was born in 1983 to an immigrant family in California. His oeuvre centers on the identity
and survival issues surrounding second-generation American immigrants, transforming highly
personal experiencesinto universally resonant inner emotions. Amidst the minimalist tones of
black, white, and grey, and the digitality of Photoshop and Al-generated images, the tactile sense of
the artist’s hand and emotional affluence build up like image layers. Lee's painting serves as a
metaphor for the human condition in the era of technology—exploring how to preserve traces of
“human” in avast landscape of smoothness and precision.

Therefined elementsin Mike Lee’'s work form a stark contrast with the coarse appearance of
Tongren Road Space in Shanghai. “1 do everything | can to make my work as perfect and clean as
possible,” saysthe artist, “but in the end we're al work in progressinside.” He continues. “We're
constantly trying to change it and it’s always under construction. So | thought it was a very honest
interior. You know, not just interior in the space but also in all of ustoo.”

In this“honest” space, Mike Lee' sworks, integrating digital style with the painter’s touch, seem to
traverse the boundaries between the fictional and the real. To quote Kafka: “Walking awake through
adream, we are merely specters of abygone era.”

The exhibition is on view through February 29, 2024.



About Artist

Mike Lee (b. 1983, Placentia, CA) currently lives and worksin Brooklyn, NY, USA after receiving
his BFA in 2006 from Otis College of Art and Design, LosAngeles, CA, USA. The artist’'swork has
been exhibited in galleries across New York, Los Angeles, and Tokyo, including solo exhibitions at
Half Galery and ATM Gallery in New York, Amala Gallery in Tokyo, Japan, and many more. He
also participated in group exhibitions at Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles,
California, the Honolulu Museum of Art in Honolulu, Hawaii, and the Vincent Price Art Museum in
LosAngeles, California, and many more.

Mike Lee's paintings are filled with graphic elements, highlighting his personal narrative. Lee
captures amoment or situation that is linked to intrinsic human emotions. The exclusive use of
grayscale combined with fractured formsin Lee's works allows him to focus on the nostalgic
quality and innocence, reflecting the way our memory works that isin constant flux in relative to the
present. More recent works by the artist have been further contextualized to explore his own

identity as a self, influenced by his upbringing as a second-generation immigrant in the United
States. In the process, hisworks serve as a visual language that appeals to the concept of intimacy.



