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Exhibition Review: ‘|l don't know what to do with life, | can

only create” (2003)

Text by Leslie Dong

Born in 2000, Sonia Jia is 23 years old. She is a very young artist. Youth is almost synonymous
with certain phrases: “uncertainty”, “immaturity”, “still figuring things out”, “changing”, “lost™----*
Orson WellesMsaid that to reap the benefits of a perfect ending, one should know where to let
the story end. However, no one has ever been able to clearly state where the story should begin,
so when the group is not sure if this moment is the most appropriate time, they just sit down
cross—legged outside the door, occasionally looking towards the door, but as soon as the incredibly
powerful guard inside raised his eyes and glanced at them, they were scared and quickly retracted
their heads, pat their chests to reassure themselves that it is better to be safe than sorry. In
the days of waiting, they are too smart that they had to give all golds to the gatekeeper—
—they plotted well, but could not wait for the order to begin.

“Everyone strives after the law,” says the man, “so how is that in these many years on one
except me has requested entry?” The gatekeeper sees that the man is already dying and, in order
to reach his diminishing sense of hearing, he shouts at him, “Here no one else can gain entry,

since this entrance was assigned only to you. I'm going now to close it.”"®@

| asked Sonia about this, and she was surprised she had never encountered a similar door
or gatekeeper. Sonia says the artist is just a term for those who continue to create, the most
important thing is the impulse and persistence, day after day, even if there are only pencils and
papers in their hands, or only fallen leaves floating on the street, as long as there is the impulse

to create, they can all be good tools to start with. She never thought she was going to be an

artist, even as she says her life used to be a mess she once dived in the deep sea, the warm
blue waters soothing trauma and making one forget time. But when all was quiet she found her
vision locked in darkness, she was getting overwhelmed and floated to the surface, where a storm
arose suddenly where the sea and sky met, and strong winds swept up huge waves. She didn't
know what to do in such a moment, and she wasn't sure if she would ever be able to make
it back to the large ship she had originally lived on; but Sonia soon realised that the wound
would be meaningless if want it back. What people usually fear most is the unknown, and

everything that is uncertain will make people feel nothingness, but a storm may bring us closer
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to our lives in a storm, ships will be torn apart and upturned, hit rocks and sink into the
sea; but people will recover after being scratched, they will find their way to swim ashore.

When the dust settles, you and | will realize that we are no longer the same people we were

before the storm. The storm stops and the world goes its way we walk through our doors

but still don't know when we started.

When the storm came, we had no time to think about pains surviving the storm was the
only thing in our mind, but it is so hard to let go of thrills and injuries that we have struggled
with afterwards. In the process of creating Sonia's new works, the visible bruises and scars jumped
out on the canvas, no harm, no blood dripping; it's impossible to avoid getting hurt in the life.
Inevitably . the injury will leave a scar, but some scars seem to have been buried in the ground
with the broken porcelain, no longer passionately talking about days or moments when the pain
came, and no longer as fresh as yesterday. It seems that in the game of intimacy, the scar
is silent and buried deeper and deeper: there is no scientific research to prove that it can be

degraded by the earth, and there is not enough evidence to show that it will eventually turn into

a nutrient for growth praise each brave and determined ego, time flies, we always sprout

green shoots, grow tender skin, and face the trauma in the life.

‘I still don't know what to do with life, and | never learnt how to avoid getting hurt, | can
only create.”

1 George Orson Welles (May 6, 1915 — October 10, 1985) was an American actor, director,
screenwriter, and producer who is remembered for his innovative work in film, radio, and theatre.
He is considered to be among the greatest and most influential filmmakers of all time.

2 Kaftka, F. (2017).BEFORE THE LAW.
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