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PR — “Liminal Stages: Explorations on Perception, Existence, and

Techno-consciousness”

-Title: “Liminal Stages: Explorations on Perception, Existence, and Techno-consciousness”
-Format: group show

-Participant artists:

e Fan Ranran (CN-USA)

e Lawrence Lek (GER-UK)
e Johanna Reich (GER)

e Juergen Staack (GER)

e  Wang Tuo (CN)

¢ Xie Nanxing (CN)

-Media: multi-media (e.g. media art, film, photography, installation, painting, sculpture)
-Curator: Nataline Colonnello
-Time: starting from 22 June to 01 September 2024

-Location: Wind H Art Center, 798

The group exhibition "Liminal Stages: Explorations on Perception, Existence, and
Techno-consciousness" stems from the curator’s research in art history, philosophy,
psychology, neuroscience, and neuroarts, delving into their implications in machine learning
and new media. The show explores the contemporary human-machine relationship and its
existential implications through the interpretations of six international, multi-generational,
and cross-disciplinary artists. The featured works by Fan Ranran (Wuhan, 1988), Lawrence
Lek (Frankfurt am Main, 1982), Johanna Reich (Minden, 1977), Juergen Staack
(Doberlug—Kirchhain, 1978), Wang Tuo (Changchun, 1984), and Xie Nanxing (Chongging,
1970) use a diverse array of traditional and new media including painting, photography, mixed
media installations, film, and sculpture. They combine Eastern and Western perspectives on

these themes in a framework that transcends cultural boundaries and temporal constraints.

The investigations are generated from fundamental questions such as “How is the human
brain wired, and how do we learn, retain, and use information?”’; “How has our brain neuronal
circuitry evolved alongside technological advancement?”, and “How are our individual and
collective identity transforming in today’s era of instant digital interconnection and

unpredictable change (VUCA environment)?”!



Biologically defined as “feeling creatures that think” by neuroanatomist Jill Bolte Taylor, we
humans are currently immersed in an omnipresent and fast-paced technological
transformation in which our physicality, computational presence, and in-between spaces —be
they perceived and/or embodied— become increasingly integrated and magnified.> As a
consequence, the perception of ourselves and the external world is subject to a physiological
and cognitive shift in which both our own identity and collective consciousness are turned

into synthetic and augmented experiences “beyond our wildest sci-fi imaginings.”

The exhibition will be accompanied by a series of onsite and online talks where artists engage
in conversations with each other, the curator, and invited panelists from diverse fields such as
the art world, academia, and other areas of expertise. On the opening day, Juergen Staack and

Fan Ranran will each stage a site-specific performance.

This show serves as a platform to cultivate international relations and mutual learning
between China and the invited countries. Organized by Wind H Art Center, with academic
support from the German Embassy, Beijing; Goethe-Institut China; and College of Visual

Arts and Design, University of North Texas.

" VUCA: Volatile, Uncertain, Complex, Ambiguous: https://www .vuca—world.org.

? Bolte Taylor, J.. 2008. My Stroke of Insight: A Brain Scientist's Personal Journey, New York :
Wiking, p. 19.

® Bolte Taylor, J., 2021. Whole Brain Living: The Anatomy of Choice and the Four Characters That
Drive Our Life, Carlsbad, New York, London, Sydney, New Delhi: Hay House Inc, pp. 256—258.
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