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Intimate, More Intimate
Text by Qinru Zhou

Cub_ism_ Artspace presents "Intimate, More Intimate", the first solo project by artist ZHENG Lanxiong at the gallery from 6
July to 3 August 2024, featuring more than a dozen paintings and clay sculptures.

ZHENG Lanxiong's individual memories and emotional connections are tugged between inward and outward, and this
delicate process is also his creative process. A painting is an intimate experience for him - when one remembers a cozy
afternoon in childhood, a beloved toy, moments of quiet solitude, it is as if one is looking through a veil or a fog (it might be
more appropriate to use the term "to feel" is used to refer to the "to look"). ZHENG Lanxiong repeatedly uses very light colour
to fill and adjust the painting, over and over again, his feeling is either deepened or hidden, and finally encounter with the
viewer as an unclear and ambiguous gesture. "Colour is in the body, sensation is in the body, and not in the air. Sensation
is what is painted. What is painted on the canvas is the body, not insofar as it is represented as an object, but insofar as it is

nn

experienced as sustaining this sensation, called, "the appleyness of the apple".

"I only believe in creativity that comes from being true to the inner drive of myself."

The intimate perspective, monologue and hazy memories of daily life have always been the driving force behind all of
ZHENG Lanxiong's creations, in his own words, "it is an instinctive impulse". In his life, ZHENG Lanxiong seems to be quiet,
but his works have already revealed this delicate yet slightly uneasy little mind.

This exhibition attempts to expose the artist's private world to the public space of the gallery, reversing the role of his works
- from "as an outlet for emotions" to "as an entrance to memory". It invites the viewer to see (and feel) through a "veil" or
"fog". As an extremely personal space, the bathroom is usually small and closed, which is why it has become a “refuge”
for the artist in the midst of social life. ZHENG Lanxiong often props his hands on the sink and looks at the mirror without
expression for a long time, but sometimes he is afraid. "Now I fear the mirror may disclose. The true, unvarnished visage
of my soul” . The exhibition, however, deliberately places the "bathroom" in the most open area of the space, surrounded
by almost no walls, also out of a challenge to such an "intimate" state, because for the viewer who meets his work for the first
time, the experience seems to be more unfamiliar. For the viewer encountering his work for the first time, the experience
seems more unfamiliar. “The face God sees, that men perhaps see too” . —Who knows?

ZHENG Lanxiong's creations also include childhood toys and games - although these old objects are long gone and those
self-indulgent games can no longer satisfy him. The rocking horse, small elephants, and tadpoles held in his hands, the
exhibition uses the concept of "collection" in a relatively private space to recreate the "storage room" that does not actually
exist, but is the artist's most desirable. Unlike the “bathroom” , the “storeroom” , as ZHENG Lanxiong's "more intimate"
inner space, does not bring the artist any uneasiness. "When I was growing up, there were so many toys, and I have long
since passed the age of playing with them, but seeing the simple handmade toys always evokes feelings in my heart,
but I can't find the old rocking horse any more." ZHENG Lanxiong perceives that this area has long belonged to distant
memories and cannot be retrieved, so likewise, it cannot be destroyed, and in this solid state it can be picked up by self
without withering.

The relationship of "intimate and more intimate" is not only a summary of the artist's deepest emotional state, but also
a means of survival for the artist - he works hard and spontaneously, he has his own little moments of freedom and
sublimity.
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Zheng Lanxiong

Born in Ningde,Fujian in 1996.Now works and lives in Changzhou.
2016-2020 Bachelor Degree, China Academy of Art, Department of
Mural Painting

2020-2023 Master Degree, China Academy of Art, Department of Mural
Painting

Zheng Lanxiong takes the emotional connection between the
individual and the image when viewing as the entry point of
his creation, emphasising on the expression of personal life
experiences,emotions and memories in the picture.Starting from
people or things in daily life, he intercepts the fragmented parts
through his personalised perspective, trying to grasp a certain subtle
atmosphere, state and mood in the process of covering and recreating
the paintings of Tempera.

Selected Exhibitions / Art Fairs:

"Intimate, More Intimate", Cub_ism_ Artspace, Shanghai/China, 2024
"Nutshell Theater", Cub_ism_ Artspace, Shanghai/China, 2024
Westbund Art & Design, Cub_ism_ Artspace, Shanghai/China, 2023
"NEW!", NART MUSEUM, Ningbo/China,2023

Artwork "Fingertip", collected by CAA Art Museum, 2023 Mural Project,
Shanxi/China,2018

"Five Water Treatment", CAA Art Museum, Hangzhou/China,2017
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www.cubismartspace.com
b EHX Y1 FiE 33 5 201-205
Room 201-205, No.33, Middle Sichuan Road, Huangpu District, Shanghai, China



