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Artist Xu Danqging's Solo Exhibition

Opening Time: December 14, 2024, 15:00-18:00

Duration: December 14, 2024, to January 20, 2025

Exhibition Address: 1st Floor, 1123 Cultural and Creative Park, Tianxin District, Changsha City, Hunan Province

Press Release

ARCH GALLERY is honored to present the latest solo exhibition of Xu Danging, marking the artist's second
collaboration with the gallery. Her works, characterized by their strong rhythmic flow and classical order, guide the
viewer's perspective into the artwork. This exhibition, titled "Moonlight Wish," is the artist's first solo show since
becoming a mother, and the title itself originates from her daughter's innocent articulation—a vague syllable for
"moon" during the babbling stage. In the vast sea of stars, love captures the child's first call to the moon, touching
the pure and profound emotional bond between intimate relationships. With the tides of the universe, every
companionship is a bright vision. Like a gentle moonlight, it reflects in the soft corners of a mother's heart and
also mirrors the child's endless love and hope for the world. The dreams woven in the night are a hymn of love
and romance, a moonlit feast of life's murmurs.

"The only way out for dreamers —
Escape from the land by moonlight,
This silvery, dancing moon-path,
He and she often sat together.
Like gravel, heavy moonlight,
On the seabed off Pat Noste.

"I accompany her through the night's wakefulness, and have seen many forms of the night."

New vitality grows out of past experiences. It is a personal visual exploration of life, family, and the love and
creation between them. "All our knowledge originates from intuition, which is the most fundamental form of
knowledge" (Edmund Husserl, "Ideas: General Introduction to Pure Phenomenology"). In Xu Danging's new works,
we see this intuitive expression, which is uplifted by emotion. At the same time, the artist's working and living
patterns have undergone new changes, which profoundly affect her artistic creation. "Motherhood is one of the
most complex and contradictory areas of women's experience" (Adrienne Rich, "Of Woman Born"). The new works
are a manifestation of this complexity and contradiction. The artist has new experiential insights into conception



and nurturing, and her paintings are filled with intense love and power, a profound response to maternal
experience, and a new definition of herself and her creativity.

Xu Danging's approach to painting is not the pursuit of absolute beauty and grandeur but rather a restrained
rationality and joyful skepticism towards abstract painting. She continuously re-examines the subtle differences in
color, shape, and light, presenting a process of making choices and establishing order. Transforming lines and
hazy color blocks are always filled with emotion, with colors moving, deviating, and sliding, always in motion. Layer
upon layer is colored, and the image begins to flow. Compared to the infinite vitality of children, she shows more
courage and improvisation in her new works, finding her own path between preservation and change. The works
exhibit a new soft power—like ripples under the moonlight, and new movements emerge.

Extremely minute musical thought cells construct life-like structures, through accumulation, reproduction,
expansion, and nurturing. The artist uses an active brushstroke to weave a sensory texture, unfolding a pursuit
and reflection on structure in the suspension of abstract painting—this reflection is temporal and fluid. With real-
life experiences as the initial motive, nurturing new life as the prelude, and a consistent musical coding translation,
this presentation is a more condensed life posture. The artist trustingly allows the rhythmic structure in the
paintings to brew and flow, recognizing the internal body schema to accept what happens. Combining new
emotions and biological instincts with abstract symbolic language, she tells her own experience, interpreting and
contemplating her self-role in a weave of dreams and ambiguity, gentleness and strength, with a subtle and veiled
power. The paintings contain a gentle and peaceful vitality, like a tender lullaby, with details of coexistence with a
newborn becoming the varying notes, allowing images of the moon, new life, and creation to spontaneously
interweave in the profound and inexpressible internal experience, with moonlight filling every tranquil night.



