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Arch Gallery is pleased to announce the solo exhibition "Residence on Earth:
Treading, Tactility, Wildness" by Chen Mutian, opening on June 27 at its
Shanghai space. The exhibition will revolve around the artist's immersive

experiences during rainforest treks.

Treading

Through repeated rainforest treks, the artist shed everyday social roles,
transforming her journey into a physical and spiritual pilgrimage. Confronting
neglected selves in alien terrain, she internalized nature until self and wilderness
permeated each other. This immersion birthed new creative evolution—where
the rainforest’s uncanny mystique merged with subconscious unease. Her work
now captures fleeting encounters with the primordial, radiating a mystical aura of

entwined nature and being.

Tactility

Chen Mutian's textile works embody a haptic rebellion against ocularcentrism.
Where visual regimes enforce sanitized smoothness, her embroidered
rainforestscapes—humid, fecund, tactile—reassert touch as primordial
knowledge. This artistic praxis echoes post-phenomenological recognition of the
"body schema": touch as our first language of being, from infant cognition to
earthly connection. Through thread and texture, she reclaims what scopic

regimes erase—the spiritual truths in friction.

Wildness

Chen Mutian's art confronts nature's raw duality—its awe-inspiring fecundity
and terrifying decay coexist in serpentine vines and shadowy decomposition.
She captures these tremulous, often-ignored details with unflinching honesty,
revealing nature's divine yet uncanny essence. Her work embodies a profound
truth: true perception embraces both creation and dissolution, achieving that

rare Dillard-esque astonishment before existence's paradox.

Chen Mutian's rainforest immersion magnifies human fragility through visceral
encounters—fear, wonder, curiosity swelling beyond scale. Here, in nature's raw
classroom, she grasps existence's essential paradox: vibrant beauty entwined

with creeping decay, cultivated order with wild chaos, in eternal tension.
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" In 2025, | was constantly walking in the tropical rainforests of southern China and Borneo. The dampness, itchiness, and sweltering heat constantly
h stimulated my senses, while the rich variety of species and the wandering state of mind continuously sparked my imagination; giving rise to mysterious,
ao ;fantas/t(cal, wild and eerie thoughts, as well as a certain sense of unease and tension.

s .j\‘Thro{Jgh continuous walking and pushing my body to its limits, | completed an inner exploration process filled with self-dialogue, mental struggle and
«reconciliation. It was like entering an inner desert, with each step forcing me to question and pursue the self that had been forgotten, neglected, and

even evaded.
/




Chen Mutian (b.1987), Born in Changsha, Hunan.

Chen Mutian graduated from the Oil Painting Department of Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts in 2009,
her master's degree from Hunan Normal University in 2013, and the advanced training class of the Central
Academy of Fine Arts in 2015. Currently working and living in Changsha.

Chen Mutian's unique language and expression inspiration come from the silk books unearthed in
Mawangdui, Changsha. Through oil paintings, cloth and mixed materials of various colors, as well as new
media and installations, the artist strives to find a unique The way of thinking and communication attempts
to create an inner landscape full of wonder and wonder for people living in real life, where they can forget
their troubles.
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FietE A_ZRAN NRZE18R(A—/BABHEMY) Opening Hours 11:00-18:00, Tuesday to Satur—
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F0\E anaiswang@arch-gallery.com
ISR EBIE 156 1610 6417

day!(Appointment required on Monday/Sunday)
Exhibition Venue Room 201, 2nd Floor, No. 30
Wen'anRoad Suzhou River, Jing'an District,
Shangha

CONTACT

Email info@archgallery.net
WhatsApp +66 96 783 2134
Website www.arch—gallery.com

Gallery's Regional Presence
£7 Bangkok | River City Room 248
) Changsha |X/0\X 1123 Bl —#:54%
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