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Char and Starry Sky

Artist: Ryosuke Hara

Opening: 4pm, 2nd Mar. (Sat), 2024

Address: Hunsand Space | D-02, 798 West Street, 798 Art District, Chaoyang District, Beijing
Tel: 010-57623059

Email: hunsand@hunsand.com

Website: www.hunsand.com

Hunsand (Beijing) is honored to present Japanese artist Ryosuke Hara's solo exhibition " Char and Starry Sky" in the gallery's
first-floor project space on March 2, 2024. The exhibition title originates from the ceramic and painting works displayed, all depicting
three Char fish. In Ryosuke Hara 's artworks, objects often appear in sets of three, symbolizing his interdependent and cognitive
reference to the past, present, and future.

Born in Kanagawa, Japan, Ryosuke Hara grew up in an environment close to mountain streams and rivers, where catching fish in the
streams was his childhood pastime. The char here are timid and usually hide behind rocks, only peeking out at the starry sky when no
one is around at night. On the other hand, the trout is agile and has been beloved by the Japanese since ancient times, revered as the
"queen of the streams." These childhood memories continue to influence Ryosuke Hara's creations, reflecting the playful and
free-spirited nature in his works.

Several years ago, Ryosuke Hara was captivated by a drawing by the renowned Japanese monk Myoe Shonin at the Miho Museum in
Shiga. Myoe Shonin was famous for his nightly recordings of dreams in "Dream Records," but such illustrated works were extremely
rare. The water bottle in the drawing is said to represent Kannon or Maitreya Bodhisattva, and to explore what the white light flowing
out of the bottle symbolized, Ryosuke Hara created the "White Light of Myoe" series in succession. In the white light part of the
painting, he did not use pigments but rather removed the existing canvas to reveal its presence in places where it should not exist.
For the theme of the water bottle, he chose ancient pots fired in local kilns such as Ontayaki and Naeshirogawa to present. These
materials from the land and the simple pottery fired for local life are also part of Japan's nature and climate, providing him with an
opportunity to rethink the Japanese perception of nature and art.

Myoe Shonin established Kosho-ji Temple on Mt. Takao in Kyoto in 1206, where he spent most of his life in the mountains, living a rich
and rigorous life in nature as a monk. Kosho-ji Temple houses national treasures such as "Birds and Animals at Play" and "Tree-Seated
Meditation Images," as well as masterpieces of animal carvings such as divine deer and Eukyong. These works perfectly embody
Japan's views on nature, religion, and art. Thus, under various circumstances, Ryosuke Hara's personal memories overlap with
historical experiences, ultimately incarnating in his creations of the daily minutiae of the sun, moon, and stars, and the swimming fish
and plants; while people are elusive among nature, cycling with them between this world, the present world, and the afterlife.

Ryosuke Hara, born in 1975 in Kanagawa Prefecture, he graduated from the Department of Fine Arts at Tama University MFA in
2002. He currently lives in Tokyo, Japan.

Hunsand Space (Beijing) was established in Caochangdi Art District in 2014, relocated to the 798 Art Zone in 2018. At the end of 2021,
Hunsand Center for Contemporary Art (Shijiazhuang) was opened in Shijiazhuang. In 2023, Hunsand Space (Hangzhou) was founded in
Long Wu, Hangzhou. As a professional gallery, Hunsand Space (Beijing) keeps vigilance in presenting art exhibitions with conventional
way in white cubes, aiming to take the semantics and syntax from the language of contemporary art as a point of departure and expand
them into a broader field. Through its vigorous programs of exhibitions and projects, Hunsand Space (Beijing) hopes to stimulate the
neglected aspects in contemporary culture and brings the values of contemporary art into our lives. In addition to exhibiting
contemporary art exhibitions, Hunsand Center for Contemporary Art (Shijiazhuang) as an art complex is dedicated to presenting public
programs, lectures, art workshops, art merchandise, catering and many other activities and services. Relying on geographical
differences, the Center's mission is to integrate artistic and audible practices into geographical and humanistic dimensions, by which
to experience and pursue the differences and connections between being traditional and modern, local and international, on-site and
territorial, personal and historical, spiritual and physical, bringing the ideas of contemporary art into more people's lives.
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