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Artists: Yang Yang

Duration: Feburary 25 — March 31, 2024

Opening: 4:00 PM, Sunday, Feburary 25, 2024

Address: Bus Stop of Fu Ji Wan, Chang Dai Cun, Zhuan Tang, Xihu District, Hangzhou
Tel: +86—571—81950130

Email: info@hunsand . com

Website: www . hunsand.com

Hunsand Space (Hangzhou) is delighted to present Yang Yang's solo exhibition “Pretend” on February
25, 2024 .In his previous solo exhibition, if Yang Yang examined the besieged primal nature through
the "Beyond Human Control" series, here he turns his focus to the eroded human society.

Yang Yang's artworks have always been rooted in the secular environment in which he exists, whether
it's childhood memories of the Hulun Buir grasslands or the mundane fragments of Guangzhou's buildings
and alleys, all delicately reflected in his work. Common things always possess certain universal traits
that satisfy human desires, while the diverse expressions of human nature determine the myriad changes
in worldly objects. Goodness and nobility, evil and inferiority, all human spirits and desires are laid
bare on the objects. In recent years, Yang Yang's extensive exploration of ready—made products and
handicrafts has made him keenly aware of the rampant popularity of vulgarity. Those originally bad,
hollow, and unattractive things, through deliberate embellishment, artificiality, and deceit, are
packaged and promoted as noble objects. And those beguiled by the external appearances flock to
them without discernment. The price of credulity will be painful; besides the inflation of forms and
the proliferation of deception, genuine and beneficial things and emotions will also gradually dim.

This artificially adorned evil, like sweet poison, is being sipped by people. Yang Yang brings forth
a mirror: when the victors flaunt their spoils, the bullet holes on the prey's chest, the severed necks
of livestock, suddenly reveal the faces of the viewers. Evil deeds, concealed by so—called noble
sentiments such as bravery, enterprise, and perseverance, remain evil deeds. The weak being preyed
upon reflected in the prey's remains is also mirrored in the hunter at the same moment. The infliction
of human actions upon the external nature will, at the right moment, reflect back upon themselves.
Just like now, those endlessly proliferating adornments easily disrupt our vision and blur our cognition.
Yang Yang attempts subtraction, grinding away the horse harnesses on sculptures, removing the original
ornaments from Buddha statues. The destroyed handicrafts instantly lose the value in their respective
domains, leaving behind scars. Can unlocking the embellishments' shackles lead us back to our true
selves? Obviously, it's not that simple, but it seems to be guiding us towards a new world, seeing
fortitude in vulnerability, envisioning the future in retrospection.

Yang Yang (Hui Minority)

Born in Inner Mongolia in 1993, and currently lives and works in Guangzhou.

"My work originates from scrutinizing, counteracting, and transforming my experience with the society
and everyaay life. | value useless ‘labor"in the process of making. I'm also interested in the relationships

between the nature and individuals. sculpture, Using painting, video, Art installations, [ try to settle
and extend the reality I'm facing in my artistic creation.”
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Hunsand Space was established in 2014 in the Caochangdi Art Zone of Beijing. In 2018, it relocated to the
798 Art District in Beijing. At the end of 2021, Hunsand Space opened a branch, Hunsand Center for Contemporary
Art, in Shijiazhuang, and by the end of 2023, it had moved to Beizhangcheng Village in Jingxing, Shijiazhuang.
In early 2023, a new branch was established in Fujiwan, Zhuantang, Xihu, Hangzhou. The Beijing headquarters
of Hunsand Space is located within a sunken two—story building in the Bauhaus architectural complex within
the 798 Art District. The Shijiazhuang branch delves deep into an old church within a historic village in the
Taihang Mountains, while the Hangzhou space has been transformed from a farmhouse near the Longwu Tea
Plantation. Hunsand Space remains vigilant against the standardization of exhibitions and aims to respond to our
shared existential experiences, sparking the often overlooked aspects of contemporary culture through ongoing

exhibitions and projects.
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