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The Origin: Archives of Future Lives
Yu Zhen
Everything starts from a point. The origin of the things is the one and the same.

Tracing back the 4.5-billion-year history of life on Earth feels like experiencing a
soaring, ever-intensifying epic. History beats a vigorous tempo as material iterations
and biological evolution reveal new chapters rapidly. The trajectory of all things
converges into an unstoppable torrent surging forward.

Yet, time never stops. The future is here, and the gateways of the digital world are
continuously activated by the interplay of Zeros and Ones. Digital lives and avatars
have become the most probable forms and identities for venturing into unknown
new worlds. From shaping digital humans to envisioning future life forms, the
innovative boundaries of digital life are ever-expanding. We seem to have seen the
dawn of a grander episode of the epic of life.

With the arrival of the archives of future lives, which may become the center
references of the future worlds, we are about to explore the biological forms and
ecosystems in the digital realm, to trace the emotional trajectories and evolutionary
processes of the digital lives, and to derive the ethics of the digital organisms. This is
a fundamental research for developing endless possibilities for the future of both
carbon-based and silicon-based life forms.

The era of great digital voyages is approaching, and the archives of future lives will be
one of the most vital cultural assets of the future. They record the material genesis of
the digital world, showcase the structures of digital organisms. They convey, the
emotional universe of digital lives, and predict the social and psychological vision of
the digital world. This archive will become an important chapter of our upcoming
post-human society and we are now at the dawn of its creation.

The future is arriving. The archives of future lives will compose a new hymn with
Zeros and Ones. The sound of the future resonates powerfully through the corridor
of the infinite universe.



