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Wei Jia : Fantasy and Inebriety

Curator : Bao Dong

Organiser : Song Art Museum

Dates: 14 December 2024 - 9 March 2025

Venue: Song Art Museum (Grasse Road, Tianzhu Town, Shunyi District,
Beijing, China)

As a representative artist "born after 1970", Wei Jia follows the realist
tradition of previous generations whilst working alongside his
contemporaries to channel this realism into expressions of personal
emotions and symbolic order. Throughout this process, Wei's paintings
persistently explore two painterly themes: the illusion of authenticity and
the appearance of existence, which we have metaphorically expressed
as "Fantasy and Inebriety".

These themes draw from Nietzsche's distinction between the Apollonian
and Dionysian aesthetic states: Apollo represents the lucid dream, whilst
Dionysus embodies intoxicated frenzy. Apollo manifests as the
intransitive representation of an observer, and Dionysus as the transitive
presence of a participant. Apollo resembles life's enlightenment, and
Dionysus, history's haze. For Wei Jia, "Fantasy" and "Inebriety" also
represent two opposing forces intertwined throughout his paintings,
threading through the whole process of his two decades of artistic
creation, and manifesting in each work.



In terms of painterly language and style, Wei Jia's allure stems from his
orchestration of tensions between "Fantasy" and "Inebriety" —or rather,
between representation and expression, figuration and abstraction,
prose and allegory, reality and symbolism, mental status and physical
status, elegance and wilderness, masculine and feminine.
Chronologically, Wei's earlier works and recent creations chart a
transformation from "Fantasy" to "Inebriety", from figurative allegory to
abstract prose.

This gradual transition represents a journey from the artist's personal
mental realm to the broader world of others—or rather, to the world of
art history. Wei Jia accomplishes this by returning to art history's
fundamental motifs —form, subject matter, and imagery—and thereby to
art's essential elements: space, colour, composition, brushwork, and the
irreducible materiality of the medium itself.

The exhibition's main section presents a reverse chronological artistic
journey from new works the artist created in 2024 to his earliest
lithographs, tracing a path from "Intoxication" back to "Dreams". A
special section entitled "Body and Mask" serves as an
exhibition-within-exhibition, exploring the psychoanalytical dimensions
of the artist's painterly themes and style.

The exhibition comprises 60 works, including paintings on canvas,
lithographs, and manuscripts, marking Wei Jia's largest solo exhibition
to date. Opening to the public on Saturday, 14 December 2024, the
exhibition will be accompanied by the publication of a mid-career
retrospective catalogue of the artist's works.



Wei Jia, Dusk, 2024, Acrylic on canvas, 205x160cm

Wei Jia, Lost in Luscious Spring, 2022, Acrylic on canvas, 230x205cm



Wei Jia, Secret Garden, 2022, Acrylic on canvas,

150x200cm

Wei Jia, Strenuous Journey Il, 2021, Acrylic on canvas, 150x120cm

Wei Jia, Untitled, 2018, Acrylic on canvas, 90x70cm



Wei Jia, Youth Survivor of a Bygone Age, 2016, Acrylic on canvas,
190x270cm

Wei Jia, Drunk like an Inverted Empty Cup (Manuscript), 2010, Water-based
ink on paper, 26x37cm



Wei Jia, llluminating the Endless Night VII, 2008, Acrylic on canvas,
180x180cm

Wei Jia, Flight Taboo Il, 2008, Acrylic on canvas, 200x150cm



Wei Jia, Flower and Tree Boy I, 2006, Acrylic on canvas, 200x150cm

Wei Jia, Superman, 2002, Lithography on paper, 50x73cm



