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Exhibition: ALCHEMISTS

Artists:
Alia Ahmad, Pam Evelyn, Jadé Eadojutimi, Sophia Loeb, Emma Mclntyre, llana Savdie, Marina Perez
Siméao, Daisy Parris, and Anh Tran

Curator: Irina Stark

Opening Ceremony: 6 November 2024

Duration: 7 November 2024 - 17 December 2024

Location: Pond Society, No. 2555-1 Longteng Avenue, Xuhui District, Shanghai, China

Pond Society is excited to present ALCHEMISTS, a group exhibition of nine contemporary women
artists - Alia Ahmad, Pam Evelyn, Jadé Fadojutimi, Sophia Loeb, Emma Mcintyre, llana Savdie,
Marina Perez Simao, Daisy Parris, and Anh Tran - all of whom, through diverse mediums and styles,
challenge conventional storytelling and offer new perspectives on how narrative can be conveyed
beyond literal representation.

Inaugurating Pond Society’s new Shanghai space, the show celebrates the transformative power of
abstraction and the innovative ways these artists turn the intangible into the visible.

Exhibition takes its title from Paulo Coelho’s eponymous book The Alchemist, which delves into the
transformative journey of Santiago, the shepherd boy who dares to pursue his Personal Legend, - an
individual's purpose and destiny in life. Pursuing one's Personal Legend is highlighted as an essential
task as it encourages us to live authentically, follow our dreams, and bring a deep sense of satisfaction
and meaning to life.

While traditional alchemy was concerned with transforming base metals into gold and seeking the
philosopher's stone, artistic alchemy involves the idea of turning raw, ordinary materials into profound and
transformative works of art. Artistic creation is transformative and mystical, often providing a
transcendental experience for both the creator and the viewer.

ALCHEMISTS features artists from diverse cultural backgrounds, who despite their varied concerns,
choose to convey their stories through the language of abstraction. They can be described as agents of
Metaphorical Alchemy as they use the concept of alchemy as a metaphor for their creative process.

Alia Ahmad (b. 1996, Saudi Arabia), Pam Evelyn (b. 1996, UK), Sophia Loeb (b. 1997, Brazil) and Marina
Perez Simao (b. 1980, Brazil) make paintings that are felt as a form of “spiritual” or “emotional”
transformation, where their creative process transforms personal experiences, emotions, or ideas into
compelling visual statements.

Ahmad explores gesture and movement in order to understand place and belonging; she narrates the
convergence of landscape and memory, negotiating the vital role of change, adaptation and remembrance
in the migratory rituals of the Bedouin, and the environmental and industrial fluctuations of her home city,
Riyadh. Loeb’s work advocates for harmony within the universal system, a space predicated upon a
philosophy of oneness where the land is unimpacted by manmade destruction. Perez Sim&o’s paintings
have a pulsating quality and are based on juxtaposition and accumulation of memories and images of
landscapes from her native Brazil. For Perez Simao these paintings are ‘portals to uncharted territories
that bridge the past, present, and future’. Evelyn's abstract paintings are textured with entanglements of
line and colour and are informed by figuration and landscape structures, recreated through a process
guided by impulse and chance. ‘My paintings are almost the accumulative healing from scars of failed
attempts to realise a form’, - Evelyn states in one of her interviews.

Alchemy is rich with symbolism, and artists incorporate these symboils - such as the philosopher's stone,
the ouroboros (a serpent eating its tail), or the concept of the magnum opus (great work) - into their
practice to evoke deeper meanings and themes. Mystical and Symbolic elements often constitute the core
of an artist’s work.

Jadé Fadojutimi’s works depict mysterious landscapes which straddle the line between figuration and
abstraction, an attempt to create a form of reality which is parallel to but separate from the real world.
Fadojutimi (b. 1993, UK, of Nigerian heritage) explains that her works ‘question the existence of feelings
and reactions to daily experiences. They question our perceptions and perspectives whilst manifesting
struggles. They recognize a lack of self, caused by automatically thinking that my identity is already
defined, and also a frustration that paint can accept these characteristics better than myself.
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Just as alchemists sought to transform base materials into something precious, artists use various
techniques to transform mundane materials into groundbreaking artworks. This could involve innovative
uses of paint, mixed media, or unconventional materials. Emma Mclntyre’s (b. 1990, New Zealand) ‘rust
paintings' materialize with the pouring of iron oxide on a canvas, setting in motion a rusting process that
sees the painting evolve over time. As the movement of atoms in the chemical compound begins to settle,
gestural marks and further pours are slipped on top. This is the most articulated example of Mcintyre's
enthusiasm for the Alchemical Transformation that takes place within the paint and that offers her
opportunities to explore new processes of working the canvas surface.

Alchemy within artistic practice involves experimentation with materials and techniques, pushing the
boundaries of traditional art forms to discover new aesthetic and conceptual possibilities. Anh Tran’s (b.
1989, Vietnam) painting experimentations consist of immersive representations, operating
autobiographically within her own displacements. From her departure to Europe from Vietnam, after a
decade spentin New Zealand, she developed abstraction as a response to historical academic restrictions
- structured around Socialist Realism - by encompassing bold brushstrokes, expressive colors, layers,
impasto, and collage. While living a diasporic experience, her aesthetic language underlines interest in
the linguistic differences between Western and South-Eastern countries’ artistic methods, in their
closeness to situated political strategies.

For artists, the creative process is seen as a form of Personal or Spiritual Alchemy, where the act of
creating art leads to personal growth and transformation, much like the alchemists’ quest for
enlightenment and transformation.

Daisy Parris (b. 1993, UK) is a painter of psychological space, their emotionally charged abstract paintings
feel like pages ripped from a diary. They are intimate, vulnerable, and revealing streams of consciousness
- "entries" of thoughts and feelings about human relationships and experiences. llana Savdie (b. 1986,
USA and raised in Barranquilla, Colombia) explores themes related to human behavior, psychological
states, and social dynamics. Her practice delves into the complexities of identity and the nuances of
interpersonal relationships. Savdie incorporates figurative elements that are distorted or abstracted,
reflecting the inner turmoil or fragmented nature of human identity. “Painting serves as a reminder that |
have a body... | can pervert, rescale, reconfigure, and reroute the paths of power in figures that co-exist
intimately on the canvas as contrasting textures, gestures, and colors. | see these gestures as organs,
fractured bones, unbound parts that displace the equilibrium of power and dependence.”

About Artists

. Alia Ahmad (b. 1996, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia)
https://www.aliaahmad.com/

. Pam Evelyn (b. 1996, Guildford, UK)
https://www.pacegallery.com/artists/pam-evelyn/

. Jadé Fadojutimi (b. 1993, London, UK)
https://jadefadojutimi.com/

. Sophia Loeb (b. 1997, Sao Paulo, Brazil)
https://www.houldsworth.co.uk/artists/216-sophia-loeb/overview/
. Emma Mclintyre (b. 1990, Auckland, New Zealand)
https://chateaushatto.com/artist/emma-mcintyre/

. llana Savdie (b. 1986, Miami, USA and raised in Barranquilla, Colombia)
https://www.ilanasavdie.com

. Marina Perez Simao (b. 1980, Vitéria, Brazil)
https://mendeswooddm.com/artists/36-marina-perez-simao/

. Daisy Parris (b. 1993, Kent, UK)
https://www.daisyparris.com/

«  Anh Tran (b. 1989, Bén Tre, Vietnam)
https://societeberlin.com/artists/anh-tran/

About Curator

Irina Stark is a Los Angeles-based art advisor with a particular focus on the Asia Pacific region. In the last
two consecutive years, she was included in ARTnews’ s lists of ‘The Top 75 Art World Professionals’
and ‘The 135 Top Art World Professionals’ . Prior to establishing her creative consultancy, Irina worked
for over 15 years at leading European and American commercial art galleries and institutions. She holds
an MA in Art History and Curatorial Studies as well as an MPhil in Geopolitics.
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About Pond Society
Founded by the collector Mr. Xue Bing, Pond Society is a non-profit art institution open to artists from all
over the world. Focusing on multicultural perspectives and practices in the context of contemporary
Chinese society, Pond Society aims to promote international exchange and cooperation in cutting-edge

arts and culture, prosper art creation, academic studies, and collection.

The name of the space is derived from the art group "Chi She" founded in 1986 by artists such as Zhang
Peili, Geng Jianyi, Wang Qiang and Song Ling, with the founder Mr. Xue Bing paying tribute to the artists.
Since its inception in 2017, Pond Society has collaborated intensively with professional international art
institutions, artists, curators, and media. Based on West Bund, Shanghai, Pond Society has held the first
themed exhibitions, forums and publications in China and Asia for numerous artists.

Press Information

For more information, interviews, and images, please contact:

Yaonan Shen (Media Supervisor)

Add: Pond Society, No. 2555-1 Longteng Avenue, Xuhui District, Shanghai, China
Tel: +86 133 8155 1248

Email: yaonanshen@pondsociety.space



