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Inside Gao Jialu's art studio, her works are neatly arranged around, catego-
rized by their creation time and themes. The first ones to catch your eye are
the works with less intense saturation, featuring a cool-toned palette. Eggs,
the central motif of her series, feature Giorgio de Chirico-inspired geometric
lines delineating the contours. Subsequently, she applies thin strokes, creating
an artwork that appears free and lively, seemingly unbounded, yet thoughtfully
crafted.

When viewing Gao Jialu's paintings, one can not help but be reminded of the
image of the surrealist master, Mird. Mird read mystical literary works and
listened to Mozart and Bach's music while painting. His works exude vibrant
hues of red, yellow, blue, white, and black. Geometric lines intersect to form
flat shapes, while soft curves delineate various forms, radiating childlike inno-
cence and joy. Mird's paintings are filled with numerous symbols: little people,
stones, stars in darkness, ladders, etc., and these works are said to have been
created from the subconscious, faithfully executing Freud's ideas. Lotrémamon
has a famous saying, "“the encounter of a sewing machine and an umbrella on
the dissecting table" — these three completely unrelated things come together
to create poetry.Whether or not these works are products of the subcon-
scious, appreciating Mird's art is delightful; it possesses strong decorative
qualities and allows us to relax, and that is enough.

However, Gao Jialu's works are expression of image under deep consider-
ation. Even though the artist is good at Chinese calligraphy, but she is more
obsessed with the world beyond the symbols of characters. She searches

for relevance between model and character Compared to Joan Mird, her
work adds structure over simple blocks of color and flat paint. The type of
brushstrokes with Tiziano Vecellio is reserved in her works and becomes an
important element in her composition. In the work "The Guard", she filled

the entire canvas with reckless abandon, filling the female body with pink and
the other with contrasting reds and blues. In this way, she provides a sense of
overall structure to the whole work, to reflect conscious expression in a state
of calmness.

The inspiration for her "Egg" series comes from Easter: "Easter holiday is

my favorite celebration," Jialu says, "It represents resurrection and rebirth;
eggs symbolize breakthroughs, hope, and new life, exuding a vibrant vitality.
Through this series of works, | aim to impart viewers with a beautiful wish
and courage to break through darkness and anticipate the light." In her works,
she mostly employs less saturated mid-tones, avoiding visual impact from
color.
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Gao Jialu's works encompass many elements, among which the most strik-
ing are text-like symbols. She endeavors to interpret the artist's mission and
responsibility through the relationship between this "text" and the art of
representation. The relationship between painting and text can be under-
stood as the relationship between the art of representation and symbolism, a
love-hate affair between artists and intellectuals.

Lascaux's remarkably lifelike cave paintings date back |5,000 years. At that
time, our ancestors had not vet invented writing, yet they possessed ad-
vanced skills in the art of representation. The creators of these paintings,
whom we temporarily call artists, believed that by accurately imitating the
movements and forms of animals, they could control them.This is also the
origin of painting and dance. They believed in the existence of supernatural
forces in the world, and the artists were the ones with the ability to control
and manipulate these supernatural powers.

With the advent of writing, the intellectuals who mastered it packaged the su-
pernatural powers into gods, giving birth to religion in human society. The few
elite who mastered writing gained control over discourse.

Writing has the ability to abstract, and the intellectuals used it as a weap-
on, constructing a complex and awe-inspiring symbolic world. This symbolic
world is far beyond the grasp of ordinary people, relying on intuition and
common sense, and so the masses prostrated themselves, praying for the
mercy of the gods. The defeated artists handed over their authority to the
intellectuals. Before the invention of writing, in the hearts of artists, in the
common identity and imagined identification established through the means
of representation such as painting, music, dance, and sculpture, was the gold-
en age of the art of representation. Only in aesthetics, can all members of
humanity achieve equality.

During her studies in the United States, whenever Gao Jialu had spare time,
she would go to Broadway to watch musicals or attend operas at the Metro-
politan Opera House. "l've seen Andrew Lloyd Webber's musical 'Cats' three
times in total. Whenever the famous song '‘Memory' plays, the performance
and narrative of the protagonist remind me to cherish the fleeting moments,"
In a calm and composed manner, Gao Jialu always remains highly rational,
stating, "Every ordinary person should be able to find moments of rest and
relaxation amidst the bustling world, whether it be inexplicable feelings of loss
and anxiety or the disheartenment brought on by unsettling dreams. Art has
the power to console and soothe us; this is the mission and responsibility of
an artist."
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BRI F—RE
Dynamic Symphony Part 1

EHE
Oil on canvas
160 x 120 cm, 2023
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Dynamic 1

MEHE
Oil on canvas
160 x 120 cm, 2023
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Grip

MEHE
Oil on canvas
160 x 120 cm, 2023
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A Seed
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Oil on canvas
120 x 80 cm, 2023
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Wistaria
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Oil on canvas
120 x 80 cm, 2023
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Abide in Truth
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Oil on canvas
120 x 80 cm, 2023

13



Gao Jialu: Easter

#&h10

Dynamic 10
EHE

Oil on canvas

160 x 120 cm, 2023
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Lattitude
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Oil on canvas
120 x 80 cm, 2023
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Genesis
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Oil on canvas
120 x 80 cm, 2023
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ERKAILER 2
Love Never Fail 2

EHE
Oil on canvas
120 x 80 cm, 2023

17



Gao Jialu: Easter

“ERIL

“Enter through the narrow gate!"
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Oil on canvas
80 x 80 cm, 2023
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Walk in Wisdom and Righteousness
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Oil on canvas

120 x 80 cm, 2023
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Bless Upon Me

EHE
Oil on canvas
120 x 80 cm, 2023
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Extol
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Oil on canvas
80 x 80 cm, 2023
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Psalm 23
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Oil on canvas
80 x 80 cm, 2023
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Walking in the Garden
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Oil on canvas

120 x 80 cm, 2023
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BRKALE 3
Love Never Fail 3
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Oil on canvas
120 x 80 cm, 2023
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Glance
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Oil on canvas
120 x 70 cm, 2022



Gao Jialu: Easter

e F1 35 JE
Hallelujah

HEHE
Oil on canvas
120 x 80 cm, 2021
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Spring Outing
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Oil on canvas
160 x 120 cm, 2017
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The Guard
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Oil on canvas
160 x 120 cm, 2018
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{231
Tranquil

REHE
Oil on canvas
161 x 81 cm, 2017
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Covenant

I HE

Oil on canvas
120 x 80 cm, 2023
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Grace
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Oil on canvas

80 x 80 cm, 2022
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Joy

EHE
Oil on canvas
80 x 80 cm, 2022
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Oil on canvas
80 x 80 cm, 2022
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Oil on canvas
80 x 80 cm, 2022
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Sky
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Oil on canvas

80 x 80 cm, 2022
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T

Variation

EHE
Oil on canvas
80 x 80 cm, 2022
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iR
Origin

EHE
Oil on canvas
80 x 80 cm, 2022
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ERKALR
Love Never Fail

HEHE

Oil on canvas

2023

’

120 x 80 cm
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Z, BFR, M¥F

Love, Joy, Peace

REHE
Oil on canvas
160 x 80 cm, 2022
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Staircase
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Oil on canvas
180 x 160 cm, 2023
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“Eﬁ\ 79
"Let there be light"

HEHE
Oil on canvas
180 x 160 cm, 2023
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City
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QOil on canvas
160 x 180 cm, 2023
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Kingdom
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Oil on canvas
180 x 160 cm, 2023
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Balance
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Oil on canvas
170 x 170 cm, 2022
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#ah 5
Dynamic 5
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Oil on canvas

200 x 160 cm, 2022
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Dynamic 11
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QOil on canvas
160 x 180 cm, 2023
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Dynamic 3

HEHE
Oil on canvas
180 x 160 cm, 2023
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QOil on canvas
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The Last Supper
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Oil on canvas

160 x 560 cm, 2021
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(1996, Shanghai, China) Gao Jialu attained a bachelor's degree in Arts from
School of Visual Arts New York in 2020. In 2021, she graduated from Rhode
Island School of Design Providence of Arts with a master's degree. Gao cur-
rently resides and works in New York and Shanghai. Her works have been
collected by the LONG MUSEUM,Yunjian Art Museum and other institutions.

Gao Jialu is an artist whose works are based on the study of abstract lan-
guage. She has been exploring the pictorial significance of independent, sys-

tematic character symbols in contemporary art. With intuitively brush strokes,

she seeks the connection between color, image and ecumenical proposition
from the meaning and structure of lines and symbols. The contrast and move-

ment of colors and lines form geometric images which compose a narrative.

Meanwhile, the simplicity of technique and arrangement abstracts the burden
of history that is placed on the colors and lines, allowing her paintings to
achieve an abstract and pure visual effect.

Although she is very good at Chinese calligraphy, Gao is more obsessed with
thinking about the world beyond characters. In the full-bodied structure and
the tension of modernist colors, the symbols self-originated by the artist pass
freely through her works, and the spiritual and imaginative images show the
artist's romantic and poetic expression. The abstracted faces of the figures
show the artist's concern for humanism. The unreadable symbols are like
notes jumping around, bringing musicality to the flat canvas.

52
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Recent Exhibitions

Patterns, The Light Space& Time Art Museum, California, America, 202 1;

HongManTang Gallery 5th anniversary exhibition, HongManTang Gallery, Shanghai, China, 2018;
Abundant Grace, Montserrat Contemporary Art Gallery, New York, America, 2017;

| 9th Shanghai International Arts Expo, Shanghai, China, 2015

Mimi Art Exhibition, Hong Man Tang Gallery, Shanghai, China, 201 5;

Beginning fromthe Campus, Shanghai Theatre Academy, Shanghai, China, 2014.
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