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BENEY
DER ALBTRAUM DER BIENENKONIGIN
Leo Gallery Shanghai

ARTIST: Cécile Lempert

OPENING: May 25, 2024 4-6PM

DURATION: May 25 to July 14, 2024

VENUE: Ferguson Lane, 376 Wu Kang Road, Xuhui District, Shanghai

FOREWORD

Leo Gallery is delighted to present Cécile Lempert's debut solo exhibition in China, Der Albtraum der
Bienenkdnigin, on view from May 25 to July 14, 2014, showcasing the artist's latest body of works created

this year.

Lempert's work is deeply intertwined with her immediate surroundings, focusing on specific psychological
states and nuanced interpersonal relationships. Drawing inspiration from her family photo archives, she
weaves together different segments of pictorial histories. Rather than merely highlighting the pleasant
aspects, the artist is more intrigued by contradictions and ambiguities, striving to encompass the emotional
integrity of the scenes. “By detaching individual pictorial elements, new narratives unfold that shift or even

dissolve temporal and geographical localizations.” Yet, these works retain a nostalgic ambiance.

The series title, "Der Albtraum der Bienenkdnigin (Queen Bee's Nightmare)”, originates from a drawing by
the artist's son, Ismael, reflecting a dream he had one night and the "Queen Bee" figure he created. Lempert
is interested in “the bare psychologic effect of dreams as a tool for helping humans when we perceive
something disturbing by transforming it into a new ‘perception’, ‘event’, or some kind of ‘floating image’ as a
crucial part of the transformation act.” Starting from a very direct but subconscious strategy of a child to
handle with fears and moments of losing control, Lempert believes that the psychological mechanism of
such dreams is a fascinating subversion method to approach difficult topics such as the perception of power,
hierarchy and authority, which resonates in the manifold associative field of this peculiar figuration of a

“Queen Bee"?

In the exhibition, Lempert unabashedly presents large-scale "family portraits,” establishing relationships of
mutual observation and whispered secrets between paintings through the penetrating gaze that traverses
the canvas. "She discovers the fragility and reverence of perceived life through the shifting of the view of the
figure or animal in her paintings, the way she composes her work is reminiscent of mechanical imagery
(photography or film), and the large amount of movement in the different paintings triggers the viewing of
each other.” The childlike forms of expression in certain works harmonize with the exquisite depiction of
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specific psychological states from an adult's perspective. Juxtaposing ambiguous landscapes alongside the
portraits, or what seems like distant white horses "intruding" into the family narrative, further diminishes the
readability of the characters' gazes captured by the artist's brush, disrupting the boundary between reality
and imagination. “Despite their intensity, there are spatial voids that offer space for personal projections into
the here and now.”

1 Miriam Bettin, "Who makes the solid tree trunks sound again" exhibition text
2 Cécile Lempert, “Der Albtraum der Bienenkonigin”, artist statement.
3 He Xiao, “Polyphonic Resonance” exhibition text

ARTIST INTRODUCTION

Cécile Lempert Cecile Lempert, born in 1994 in Dortmund, western Germany, now works and lives in
Cologne. From 2014 to 2021, she studied at the Dusseldorf Academy of Art with two professors, Peter Piller
and Stefan Kurten. In 2019, she participated in the Aq Tushetil Artists' Resident Project in Omalo, Georgia,
and was based at the Royal Academy of Arts in the same year. In 2021, Cecile, Domingo Chaves, Sibylle
Czichon, and others jointly founded the AURA Art Space.

Cecile attaches great importance to the capture of psychological state and interpersonal relationship in her
creation and often extends to the discussion of "belonging” through her personal and family elements. Since
graduating from Dusseldorf Academy of Art in 2021, Cecile has held solo exhibitions in several galleries at
home and abroad, such as Efremidis Berlin, Elsa Meunier Paris, IAH Seoul, etc. In 2023, she participated in the
Cologne Art Fair and the Basel June Art Fair with Efremidis Art Gallery Berlin.
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