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Leo Gallery is delighted to present the solo exhibition Garden of the Hesperides by Martin Wehmer,
on view from September 13 to October 27, 2024. In Greek mythology, the Garden of the
Hesperides is a mystical sanctuary where the golden apple tree flourish, emblematic of abundance,
allure, and timeless beauty. Using the exuberant blossoms and branches of Huahua as a point of

departure, Wehmer sets the stage for a dynamic interplay of substance, color, and form.

“Lange stand ich am Ufer und suchte mit meiner Seele das Land der Griechen.”

(“For a long time, I stood by the shore, my soul in search of the Greeks’ land.”)

As a German artist who has made China his home for nearly two decades, Wehmer seamlessly
weaves his perceptions of Chinese life into his canvases. His cross-cultural subjects delve into the
shifting cultural meanings of everyday objects across different contexts. Concepts and symbols,
once rooted in a singular cultural narrative, are reimagined through the lens of cultural interplay,
yielding fresh insights. Wehmer’s work not only serves as a personal dialogue with life but also
as a meditation on cultural identity and transformation, poised between his native land and his

adopted home.

Wehmer's signature impasto technique infuses his work with palpable materiality and vibrant
energy. The paint, vigorously applied, creates a textured surface that seems to pulse and breathe,
defying the stillness of the canvas. His sculptural brushwork forges a tactile and visual intersection,
drawing viewers into an immersive sensory experience. Through this lush formal language,
Wehmer magnifies, deconstructs, and reconfigures figures and objects, crafting an abstract

existence that both narrates and transcends reality.

From his series on "Greek Gods" and "Everyday Objects" to his abstract works, this exhibition
brings together a diverse range of Wehmer’s creative endeavors from the past decade. In Garden of
the Hesperides, Wehmer gracefully invites viewers to step into a hidden realm of rare flora, where

one can wander, pause, observe, and discover a golden apple uniquely their own.
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Martin Wehmer

Martin Wehmer, born in 1966 in Hettingen, Germany, lives and works in Beijing. He has
held lectureships at the Central Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA), the China Academy of Art
(CAA) and the Berlin University of the Arts (BUA), and the Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts
(TAFA). He was the recipient of Stipendium iaab, International Exchange Basel in Beijing
in 2008, Stipendium iaab, International Exchange Basel in Edinburgh in 2003, and the
German Art Prize of Volks & Raiffeisen in 1996.

Wehmer is by almost any definition a painter—and one who embraces the traditional
craft of his medium by way of extraordinary skill on the one hand, and by his concise and
intellectual investigations, pursued with equally extraordinary diligence, on the other. His
work originates from the annals of art history, specifically concerning itself with material,
picture, plane, and space - issues distinctive to painting. Wehmer is a manufacturer of an
artifice that relies on a socially relevant commodity that stays connected through his personal
desire and his predisposition. His intention is not to dematerialize nor contextualize the
art to advance how we define art-making today, but he consciously embraces the restrictive
property of painting. The painting therefore dictates the artistic activity that has produced it

and becomes a fetishistic object of desire.

Wehmer's works are in the collections of many important institutions, including UBS Hong
Kong, Cologne and Zurich, Kunstkredit Basel, Kultusministerium Kanton Basel, and many

others.
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Martin Whmer CV

1966
2003
2004
2009

2010-2011

2012
2012

born in Hattingen, Germany

Art Residencies (International Exchange and Studio Program Basel), Edinburgh, UK
Art Residencies (International Exchange and Studio Program Basel), Beijing, China
Curator of Beijing 798 Biennale, Beijing, China

Lectureship at Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing, China

Lectureship, Chinesisch-Deutsche Kunstakademie; China Academy of Art,
Hangzhou, China

Lectureship at Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts, Tianjin, China

Lectureship, China Academy of Art, at the CDK Hangzhou, China

Currently lives and works in Beijing, China

Selected Solo Exhibitions
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1 will use your branches to make my laurel, Galerie Anja Knoess, Cologne, Germany
1 will use your branches to make my laurel, LAN Gallery, Shenzhen, China

RE COLORED, HOW Museum, Shanghai, China

QITA TAMEN, Galerie Anja Knoess, Cologne, Germany

Body Fragments, Contemporary by Angela Li, Hong Kong, China

Beautiful Feet, Long Noses, Sexy Lips, Great Foreheads, Women, Ice and the Best in
Abstraction, Cologne, Germany

Small Flags, Germany

Martin Webhmer: Qi, Beijing, China

The Back of the Starry Sky, Contemporary by Angela Li, Hong Kong, China

12 Bilder aus China, Cologne, Germany

Neighborship in Wang Jing Park, Beijing, China

Painting = Box, Hong Kong, China

Painting = Box, Shanghai, China

12 Men, Contemporary by Angela Li, Hong Kong, China

Wormen, Beijing, China

Women, Beijing, China

Sun Witkong, Michael Schultz Gallery, Seoul, Korea

Sun Wukong, Projektraum Knut Ospe, Cologne, Germany

Back from BEACH, Gallery Daeppen, Basel, Switzerland
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2022
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2019
2018
2017
2016
2015

2014
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2011
2010

VIS A VIS, Galerie Albert Baumgarten, Freiburg, Germany

2 X, Haishang Gallery, Nanjing, China

Blue Prologue, Lan Gallery, Shenzen, China

Guten Morgen Malerei., Galerie Albert Baumgarten, Freiburg, Germany
Selction Choice, White Box, 798, Beijing, China

Roundabout, Beijing, China

German Art in China, German Embassy, Beijing, China

Summer Group Show, Contemporary by Angela Li, Hong Kong, China
27, Beijing, China

Blitzeis, Accrochage, Germany

Heiter Bis Wolkig, Germany

Farbdinge, Farbriume, Herdecke, Germany

New Year, Beijing, China

Code, Shanghai, China

Beijing International Art Biennale, National Art Museum of China, Beijing, China
The White of the Eye, Beijing, China

Black Bridge off Space, Beijing, China



Awards

2008 Stipendium iaab, International Exchange Basel in Beijing, China
2003 Stipendium iaab, International Exchange Basel in Edinburgh
1996 Awarded the German Art Prize of Volks & Raiffeisen

Art Fairs

Art Frankfurt

Art Fair, Cologne

Art KARLSRUHE
Forum Ziirich

Liste Berlin

Shanghai Contemporary
Art Beijing

Art Central Hong Kong
021 Shanghai

Jing Art Beijing
Contemporary Beijing
Art Nanjing

Art Shenzhen

DNA Shenzhen

Art Hangzhou

Art Week Luxemburg
Enter Art kopenhagen
Volta Basel

Collections

USB Hong Kong
USB Cologne
USB Ziirich
Kunstkredit Basel

Kultusministerium Kanton Basel
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+806 21 5465 3261
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Sheung Wan, 46 Sai Street, Hong Kong
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+852 28032333

hongkong@leogallery.com.cn

www.leogallery.com.cn
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Leo Gallery is one of the pioneer Contemporary Art galleries in Shanghai.
Established in 2008 by Leo Li and Cissy Pao-Watari, it focuses on
contemporary abstract and expressionist art. Located in Ferguson Lane, the
diplomatic quarter of Shanghai's former French Concession, Leo Gallery
has a gallery space on Wukang Road. In 2015, Leo Gallery expanded to
Hong Kong, where its current space is situated at 46 Sai Street, Sheung

‘Wan.

Leo Gallery is respected as a progressive force in Shanghai, nurturing young
and representing established contemporary artists regardless of nationality.
As a gallery that has been actively advocating for women artists, repeatedly
helping emerging artists make their debut shows, and delving into cross-
cultural communications via a unique curatorial perspective, Leo Gallery
places particular emphasis on building sustainable relationships. Its

international cooperations are based on professionalism and mutual respect.

Leo Gallery runs a quality residency program for young artists, with a
large studio and living accommodations near Shanghai. It is committed
to fostering the local community, collaborating with other institutions,

delivering academic programs, and initiating public art projects.
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