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(English Version)

Bird Gallery is honored to announce its latest solo exhibition of the represented artist, Liao
Liang, titled "Dear Little Puppy" in Shanghai on August 3, 2024. This will be Liao Liang's
first solo exhibition at Bird Gallery, showcasing a series of ceramic sculptures themed
around dogs. The exhibition, curated by Li Yunfan, will last until September 18, 2024.

As one of the representative artists in China who has focused on dogs as a long-term
theme, Liao Liang explores the pure yet complex mutual gaze between humans and dogs,
continuously using clay to express his unigue understanding and thoughts. Unlike other
artists who create works themed around animals, for Liao Liang, who has owned many



dogs, dogs are not just beings that are good to feel, but also companions that are good to
live with, and others that are good to think with. His works are natural, pure, and simple,
always embodying the unique temperament of dogs. In his creations, humans are no
longer the central subject of the world, and dogs are not objects to be transformed and
conquered, but rather, humans and dogs coexist in mutual gaze, shaping each other into
better beings.

Liao Liang's love for dogs started at a young age. In college, he began to use dogs as
creative subjects, simultaneously studying the evolutionary history, physical
characteristics, breeding methods, temperaments, and training concepts of various dogs,
while continuously creating dog sculptures with clay based on his research. For Liao Liang,
it was not that he chose to study sculpture and then chose dogs as his theme, but rather,
his love for dogs made him keenly aware of the commonality between clay and dogs, thus
beginning his creative journey in ceramic sculpture. Liao Liang never considers himself
the "owner" of dogs but more like a partner living alongside them. He seeks to narrate the
complex relationship between humans and dogs in a simple and pure manner, which is
why he does not pursue the traditional realistic sculpture but constantly tries new forms of
language in his creations.

Animals are always objects of observation, but the fact that "they are also watching us" is
not meaningless. Dogs should not only be viewed as natural others to be observed or
mere objects or texts to be recorded, described, and interpreted by humans, but as
individuals with self-occurrence, emotional expression, and multi-faceted interaction.
Starting from the bond between humans and dogs, Liao Liang narrates the practice of the
relationship between the two, stepping out of the cage of anthropocentrism, and explores
the natural other in a humanistic sense and the exotic in a cultural sense. With over 20
years of creation, “Dear Little Puppy” is a love letter written by Liao Liang through his
creations, inviting the audience to feel the deep emotional bond and philosophical
contemplation between humans and dogs, jointly exploring the diversity of life and the
possibilities of coexistence.



