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RS (HmRETHSK)

220.0x160.0cm | FHEAK | 2023

RIS (REERAZRDAD

172.0x 2440 cm | T E A | 2022



RIS (K, fRATIRE)

200.0 x 270.0 cm | FE A | 2023
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R/ ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

Whitetone Gallery Beijing is pleased to present Chi Peng’s (b. 1981) solo exhibition 'On &
On Off & Off', from September 14 to October 19, 2024. The opening event will take place
on Saturday, September 21, 2024, from 3:00 to 5:00 PM, with the artist in attendance.

Throughout his multifaceted artistic exploration, Chi Peng has consistently reflected on the
limitations of photographic language and the shifts in artistic creation. Driven by a desire for
innovation and transformation, Chi Peng continually thinks and experiments with different
forms of expression. He firmly believes that painting is an essential personal endeavor,
"Painting is a journey of self-discovery, as well as a process of self-transcendence and self-
conquest.”

‘On & On Off & Off' means the freedom of thought fosters the boundlessness of painting,
where the inexplicable nature of painting lies in the diversity and possibilities between the
rules of technique and the circularity of ideas. Seeking boundaries above and adhering to
the fundamental constancy of expressing the world below, the infinite above and below
shapes the grand future, while limitations above and below reveal brilliance in the gaps. In
his paintings, Chi Peng seeks to convey a sense of border-seeking in today's world,
exploring the appearance of new world gates through the realm of colors and the volume
of language. The choice of entering or exiting is personal, and the binary of yes or no
directs values. Life's myriad transformations give rise to unprecedented phenomena, making
every present in painting an encounter unlike any before.

In the paintings presented in this exhibition, Chi Peng thinks about the confirmation of
identity and the dissociation of the spirit, the duality of body and the reorganization of
consciousness, and he tries to explain the problem of synesthesia conversion between
conceptual consciousness and visual characteristics from the perspective of painting
language. The works emphasize the concept of "duality,” highlighting the visual transitions
of identity, while the entanglement and intricacies within the painterly language serve as a
visual manifestation of inherent identity traits and personality.

The thematic content of this series of paintings expresses a kind of direct resistance to
identity. In Chi Peng’s painting, a strong desire for expression and the hidden consciousness
of self-protection has become a specific contradiction. Additionally, this exhibition explores
the tension between the artist's self-expression and societal dialogue. Chi Peng's works not
only depict the process of personal and self-conflict but also continually pose deeper
questions that challenge the viewer's mind. The core issues in the exhibition include the
notion of open-source consciousness—investigating the possibilities for future
explorations—and the complexity of identity characteristics, touching upon self-identity and
societal recognition. These intertwined issues create a multi-layered field of thought, where
each problem becomes the starting point for new questions.
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Chi Peng, A Narcissist's Reflection for Today

220.0x 160.0 cm | Acrylic on canvas | 2023

Chi Peng, Another successor

172.0 x 244.0 cm | Acrylic on canvas | 2022



Chi Peng, Who decides?

200.0 x 270.0 cm | Acrylic on canvas | 2023
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Chi Peng (b. 1981)

Chi Peng, born in 1981 in Yantai, Shandong, holds a Ph.D. in Design Education from the
School of Design at the Central Academy of Fine Arts. Peng's creative career began in 2003
and he graduated from the Central Academy of Fine Arts in 2005, the same year he held his
first solo exhibition in New York, USA. Since then, Chi Peng has gained global recognition.

From 2004 to the present, Peng has presented over 40 solo exhibitions and participated in
more than 100 group shows across 20 countries. Notably, from March 26 to September 25,
2011, Peng had a large solo exhibition entitled “Me, Myself and |, Photoworks 2003-2010"

occupying 1,200 square meters of the Groninger Museum, marking the museum's first solo
exhibition for an artist under thirty.

Additionally, more than 100 of Chi Peng's artworks have been collected by various major art
institutions worldwide, including the Ludwig Museum in Hungary, the Groningen Museum in
the Netherlands, the Essl Collection in Austria, the National Gallery of Victoria in Australia,
the Chazen Museum of Art in the United States, the Singapore Art Museum, the Yokohama
Museum of Art in Japan, the He Xiangning Art Museum, and the Today Art Museum in
China.

From 2012 to 2018, Chi Peng taught photography art at the Central Academy of Fine Arts.
Since 2018, he has been focused on specialized research into children's innovative thinking
methods and creativity, along with foundational courses, while simultaneously pursuing
research and creation in film and contemporary painting. From 2019 to 2021, he completed
his debut feature film, "Offshore Sea."



