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Hidden in the forest

— —Written at the opening ceremony of Li Jikai’'s new exhibition

Wang Chunchen

As a representative of the Post-70s Ego Generation, Li Jikai went through a special period when
Chinese contemporary art received the most attention from the world. It was a few years after 2000
when a group of talented young artists began to enter the realm of fine arts that their artworks were
well appreciated by the whole realm. Their success is partly because the globalization of Chinese
art can’t be achieved without younger generations of Chinese artists. The Post-70s Ego Generation,
therefore, rose to prominence in a very short space of time. Ever since then, Li Jikai and his artworks

have become well known and frequently discussed in the art world.

Li Jikai’s presence relates to his painting language which well captures human’s current feelings and
perceptions. He doesn’t want himself to be deceived by superficial appearances or to be misled by
the passing trends. He always follows his own path and expresses his true self through painting. He
remains chillaxed yet tensed in his painting process, thus making his artworks durable, clear and
attractive. His artworks, though surrealistic, still preserve some realistic traces. A pessimistic boy is
often found wandering in his paintings, but the boy’s steps remain firm. This teenage boy is growing

up with conflicting emotions and he is bound to embrace his own world.

The Post-70s Ego Generation serves as a connecting link between generations. These artists are
not trapped in the realistic context or in the flat narratives that were quiet popular among Chinese
artists born between the 1950s and 1960s. Growing up in the 1990s, they have access to abundant
artistic resources which enlarge their visual experience and nourish their graphic languages.
Realistic scenes can hardly be found in their paintings, because their common aim is to create
their unique transcendent pictures, rather than to follow the fixed patterns invented by previous
generation. As they have learned and accepted new visual languages, their artworks are neither
graphic interpretations of the realistic world, nor recreations of the existing works. It may leave
more room for their art interpretations. Their paintings present certain psychological symptoms
that are common to the 70s generation. It can be said that the Post-70s Ego Generation has created
a new beginning. Emerging from ten years ago, their artworks have really stood the test of time.
After blundering elements are filtered out, traces of their era are thus preserved and constitute
visual memories of the new generation. Their major aim is to give the audience a kind of spiritual

enlightenment so as to be able to create their new pattern of painting.

Li Jikai’s calmness, artistic sensitivity, and deep thoughts are well preserved and fully reflected in his
new exhibition. It accords with one universal law of art history. If a talented young artist always indulge
himself in past success, his art is to become nothing but a passing fad. Only those who are able to
maintain their great enthusiasm for innovation, concentrated state of painting and profound reflection
on art over years are to be remembered in art history. Li Jikai’s story is the best proof of that. The title of
his new exhibition “Hidden in the forest” clearly shows his years of concentration on and dedication to

painting. Only by devoting oneself fully to art can an artist find the truth in the forest of art.

In this chaotic world, artists like Li Jikai deserve appreciation for being fully immersed in the history of art.

| wish Li Jikai’s new exhibition a full success.

October 19th, 2023-On the journey to Wuhan



B A Thick forest Acrylic on canvas 60x90cm 2023



ELEE fAmE A% Twisted branches Acrylic on canvas 40x50cm 2023



IR TG Little scenery Acrylic on canvas 40x30cm 2023



W NG Following a mountain stream Acrylic on canvas 50x70cm 2023



M A% Woods Acrylic on canvas 90x60cm 2022



W EEA AR Forest and falling stones Acrylic on canvas 60x60cm 2023
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B AP Wetland Acrylic on canvas 62x34.4cm 2023



WAk S KM fEPE Forest and pond Acrylic on canvas 80x30cm 2023



MAK fE PG Forest Acrylic on canvas 50x30cm 2023
BRHYERIMIAR PG Forest in the sunshine Acrylic on canvas 50x30cm 2023



W& I NG Following a mountain stream Acrylic on canvas 50x30cm 2023
¥ fHEAE Weeds Acrylic on canvas 50x30cm 2023



HEEHRAESE MEPME Reflections of natural scenery Acrylic on canvas 50x60cm 2023



WEERIIIE A% Mirror-like surface of a lake Acrylic on canvas 100x145cm 2022



Bk 55 fmEPM A bird perching on the branch Acrylic on canvas 90x120cm 2020



HEEN B fmEPE Aboy standing on the high place Acrylic on canvas 100x80cm 2022



5 fim M Birds Acrylic on canvas 60x40.3cm 2023



[HEHR AP Old times Acrylic on canvas 40x50cm 2023



FeA; AR Low-hanging branches Acrylic on canvas 40x50cm 2023






¥ WA Slaughtering a pig Acrylic on canvas 60x60cm 2023



hE % Homeland Acrylic on canvas 70x70cm 2021



PERHE S B B % % Watermelon and a mushroom boy Acrylic on canvas 60x80cm 2022



VORH LAY /4E fRTEIPNM A teenage boy in the watermelon field Acrylic on canvas 80x60cm 2022



PE)NHE MBS A pile of watermelons Resin 1/1 H.50cm 2022
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Li Jikai

Chinese, b.1975, Chengdu, Sichuan Province. He graduated from the Qil Painting Department of Sichuan Fine Arts Institute in 1999. In 2020, he

graduated from the Chinese National Academy of Arts with a doctorate degree in fine arts. He is now teaching at Hubei Institute of Fine Arts.

Solo Exhibitions:
2023 Hidden in the Forest: Li Jikai, Fine Arts Literature Art Center, Wuhan
Moonlight Boy in the Tidal Land Art Exhibition, Lal Lal Art Museum, Melbourne
2022 Lilikai—Fireflies, Pifo Gallery, Beijing
LiChen: Li Jikai Solo Exhibition, Fine Arts Literature Art Center, Wuhan
2021 Rambler Wearing the Moonlight, Line Gallery, Beijing
2020  The Curtain of Time, Line Gallery, Shanghai
There’s no End, RCM Art Museum, Nanjing
2019 Fish Scales & Bird Feathers, Luohu Art Museum, Shenzhen
Wandering Ymir, PiaoPiao Gallery, Taipei
2018  The Burdens of My Life, Star Gallery, Beijing
My Youthful Middle Age, Enclave Contemporary, Shenzhen
2017  Burning Morning Flowers, Jiabao Art Museum, Wuhan
2016  Sceneries in the Journey of Life, Hive Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing
The Sleepy Farmer Among the Billowing Wheat Fields, Hubei Museum of Art, Wuhan
2015  Innocent Museum, United Art Museum, Wuhan
2014  Waste Picker, Amy Li Gallery, Beijing
Li Jikai, Museum Jan van der Togt Museum, Amstelveen
2013  White Dew—Li Jikai’s Painting & Ceramic, Amy Li Gallery, Beijing
Lake and Reflection of Light, Wuhan Art Museum, Wuhan
2012  Boy Doll Fragment, Today Art Museum, Beijing
Fragments of the abyss, Interalia Art Company, Seoul
2011 Existential Condition—The Meaning of Li Jikai’s Painting, The Art Museum of Lu Xun Academy of Fine Arts, Shenyang
Within You, Without You, Dialogue Space Gallery, Beijing
2010  Reflection, Canvas International Art, Amsterdam
Lantern—Li Jikai’s Solo Exhibition, Fine Arts Literature Art Center, Wuhan
2009  LilJikai, Arario Gallery, Cheonan
Leaving Some Room for Imagination - Dual Exhibition of Li Jikai and Wang Jinsong, Dialogue Space, Beijing
2008  Clear—LiJikai’s Solo Exhibition, Today Art Museum, Beijing
Unorderly Branches—Paintings of Li Jikai, Fine Arts Literature Art Center, Wuhan
Walking Alone, Canvas International Art, Amsterdam
Small Worlds: Paintings of Li Jikai, Art Seasons Gallery, Zurich
Time Flows Away at Night: Li Jikai’s Art Exhibition, Fine Arts Literature Art Center, Wuhan
Muddy, Tang Contemporary Art, HongKong
2007  Clear—LiJikai’s Solo Exhibition, Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai
Boy and His Mirror Image, Christa Schibbe’s Gallery, Dusseldorf

2006  LilJikai, Der-Horng Art Gallery, Tainan
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