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JING Shijian: Kunstwollen
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JING Shijian: Kunstwollen

ARARIO GALLERY Shanghai is pleased to announce artist JING Shijian's solo exhibition
"Kunstwollen", on view from September 8th to October 21st, 2023. This exhibition
encompasses JING 's recent oil paintings and silk works, presenting a clear trail of the
artist's hybrid use of artistic language and his ever-evolving creativity.

As one of the representative figures of "New West Lake Painting", JING has always
directed his gaze towards the nature of the original. He puts forward the concept of
"Geography of Art", emphasizing the influence of geography and regional landscape on
artists' creations, and focusing on connections between natural scenery, history and culture
where art and human converge.

Growing up in northern China and later living in Hangzhou, his works reflect the migration
of geographical dimensions and shifting landscapes witnessed over time. This influence is
evident in works like "Jianghu (literal meaning river, lake) - 24 Hours" series ( “iLi#fl - =+
P/0NBF" )and "Hu Zhou (literal meaning river, boat) " series ( "#F" ) , depicting West
Lake scenery. He also explored northern plants in the "Pomegranate" and "Poppy' series.
More recently, JING has progressed to employing surrealistic techniques to present plants
in new ways, aiming to discuss the symbiosis between nature/society and plants/humanity.

The recurring images in JING 's longstanding plant series - namely pomegranate and
poppy flowers commonly found in northern China - depart from still-life techniques. Instead,
he seeks their natural growth forms to capture the primordial essence of truth. This
concept is also exemplified in his silk "Poppy' series, where the elegant, subtle poppies
portrayed restore authentic visual and perceptual experiences of their natural state.

Over the decades of his artistic career, JING remains open-minded, never confined to
fixed methods. In recent years, his works have revealed colorful evolution - paintings
moving from serene brownish-grays into increasingly vibrant tones. Latest plant depictions
emphasize a stronger reality-imagination narrative. Using images as anchors, he unfolds
associations and imbues spiritual dimension. The work, "Artemis", inspired by ancient
Greek worship and reverence for motherly fertility, is created in bold vivid hues
symbolizing the abundance of Mother Earth, which is also a tribute to the artist Louise
Bourgeois.

As art historian Fan Jingzhong wrote, “A plant is a ‘'being-in-itself’ , by observing and
depicting the forms and appearances of plants and ftrees, the artist develops his will of art.
Akin to the unshakab/e tranquility of plants and trees, artists struggle in their pursuit of
spiritual realm.” Jing Shijian's journey starts depicting plant existences, gradually
approaching the soul realm. His works bear nature's traces while containing profound
spiritual essence, unifying self with the world. It ultimately becomes a way of observing
and caring for all aspects of life through deeper contemplation of the reality in which we
are all embedded.
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The Zen master reveres the slender reeds, yielding gracefully against the snow but never
breaking; The poet praises the flowers, fading yet still exuding beauty; The philosopher
admires the wisdom of mighty trees that illuminate their soaring spirits. Thus, the
inspiration of art emerges along with the will of plants, which some Western scholars
describe as "Kunstwollen" (the will of art). A plant is a 'being-in-itself’ , by observing and
depicting the forms and appearances of plants and trees, the artist develops his will of art.
Akin to the unshakable tranquility of plants and trees, artists struggle in their pursuit of
spiritual realm. These are my thoughts on viewing Professor JING Shijian’ s solo exhibition
"Kunstwollen” .

by FAN Jingzhong
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EMB9RE / Dionysian's orchard

#EME oil on canvas
300 x 200 cm
2015 - 2020
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Bi% /| Ballad

HEHE oil on canvas
270 x 200 cm
2023
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Artemis - a tribute fo Louis Bourgeois in 1995

#EHE oil on canvas
270 x 200 cm
2015 - 2020
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EHMHEE 1 /| The will of plants 1

#EME oil on canvas
200 x 270 cm
2023
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BWEE 2 | The will of plants 2

#HEME oil on canvas
200 x 270 cm
2023
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KBIER / The portrait of blue

HEHE oil on canvas
180 x 150 cm
2023
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| am fascinated by exploring commonalities amid nature's complexity. By first observing
deeply through looking and seeing, | attempt to present sensation's logic through a
blended syntax. Details establish independent vitalities within pleasure/pain and
certainty/uncertainty struggles during the process. To leave space for viewers making their
own judgments.

Since my debut at Shanghai Art Museum alongside a Swiss artist in 1996, narratives of
"Will of Plants" space/time extension have continued developing.

| am grateful to the renowned art historian Mr. Fan Jingzhong for his insightful discourse

on this exhibition "Kunstwollen", which truly captures its essence.

JING Shijian
August 27, 2023
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FEBHE® | The portrait of green

#EME oil on canvas
180 x 140 cm
2023
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SEIER /| The portrait of red

HEHE oil on canvas
180 x 140 cm
2023
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EWHIE®R | The portrait of plants

#EME oil on canvas
180 x 140 cm
2023
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¥R | Forest spring

#EME oil on canvas
160 x 120 cm
2022
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%W | Green shade

#EME oil on canvas
160 x 120 cm
2022
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g% | Red & green

#EME oil on canvas
170 x 110 cm
2023
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&% | Gold & pink

#EME oil on canvas
170 x 110 cm
2023
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A% | Colorful

#EHE oil on canvas
110 x 170 cm
2023
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=% /| High in the clouds

#EME oil on canvas
170 x 110 cm
2018
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"= | Night sky

HEHE oil on canvas
170 x 110 cm
2018
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WRZI | The light of forest creek

HEHE oil on canvas
160 x 120 cm
2023
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8K | Spring

HEHE oil on canvas
160 x 120 cm
2023
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%1 | Camellia

HEHE oil on canvas
160 x 120 cm
2023
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=8 | Triple Falls

HEHE oil on canvas
40 x 30 cm
2022
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¥®EF /| Blue house

RAMT Pastel on paper
37 x 50 cm (4ME 55.5 x 70 cm)
2022
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FZk MLz
Light of will: The metaphysical light

RAMF Pastel on paper
100 x 80 cm
2019
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WEzZx
The light on the lake

KT Pastel on paper
100 x 80 cm
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FRZx
Light of shape

RAMF Pastel on paper
100 x 80 cm
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83 | Poppy

Y577k ¥ Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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23K | Poppy

4847k F Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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83 | Poppy

Y577k ¥ Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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83 | Poppy

Y577k ¥ Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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83 | Poppy

Y577k ¥ Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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83 | Poppy

Y577k ¥ Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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83 | Poppy

Y577k ¥ Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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23K | Poppy

A&k F Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (4ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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83 | Poppy

Y577k ¥ Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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23 | Poppy

4847k F Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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23 | Poppy

4847k F Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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83 | Poppy

Y577k ¥ Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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83 | Poppy

Y577k ¥ Watercolor on silk
29 x 42 cm (%ME 53.5 x 73.5 cm)
2019
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Jing Shijian was born in 1960 in Heishan County, Liaoning Province, China. He is currently a
professor at the China Academy of Art, and lives and works in Hangzhou. From the 1980s to
the present, he has devoted himself to contemporary art research and creation. He focuses on
the study of contemporary art in the global context and the formation of his own unique art
language. Throughout his decades of art practice, his creations reveal the multicultural visual
landscape of history, society, and the future of art. With a series of solo exhibitions in the past
decades, he has outlined his continuous artistic endeavor. From the “Dialogue of Art" duo
exhibition with Swiss artists at Shanghai Art Museum in 1996 to the "Geography of Art" ,

"Roaming in the World" and "Rowing a Boat” , he has continued to depict the situation of
human and nature with visual art. In his solo exhibitions of “The Snail’ s Universe and Playful
Landscape” , "Fable" , “Enigma - Lake" , " 1/2" , “INFINITY" and "Out” , he focuses on
logic and hybrid techniques, visually responding to the basic topics of contemporary art.
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Jing Shijian

1960 Born in Liaoning, China.
Artist, now works as the professor of painting art academy of Chinese Academy of Fine Arts,
Hangzhou, China.

Solo Exhibitions

2023
2023
2022
2020
2018
China

2017
2014
2012
2009
China

2008
2006

Kunstwollen, Arario Gallery, Shanghai China

OUT. Jing Shijian,Ningbo Museum of Art, Ningbo China

INFINTY, POWERLONG Museum, Shanghai, China

Enigma-Lake, Guangda Art Museum, Hangzhou, China

The Snail's Universe and the Playful Landscape", Arario Gallery, Shanghai,

Fable, Shandong Art Museum, Shandong, China

1/2 Jing Shijian’s Solo Exhibition, Renke Art Gallery, Hangzhou, China
Domestication, Dresden, Germany

“huai-su" the paper works Exhibition / ShangHai Art fair, Shanghai, China
Rowing a Boat: The Art of Jing Shijian, ZhangJiang-Art Center, Shanghai,

The possibility of reading: Frozen 2009 seconds, Action Art,Hangzhou, China
The possibility of reading: Frozen 2008 seconds, Action Art,Beijing, China
Geography of Art: Jing Shidian Sole Exhibition, National Museum of Fine Arts,
Beijing, China

Roaming In The World: Jing ShiJian Sole Exhibition, Shanghai Art Museum,
Shanghai, China

Selected Group Exhibitions

2020
China
2019

2018
2016

Zhangjiang
2015

Lake

The First Jinan International Biennale, Shandong Art Museum, Shandong,

West Lake, EIGEN+ART Gallery, Leipzig/Berlin, Germany

Romantic Irony, ARARIO GALLERY, Seoul, Korea

Mind Temple, MoCA Shanghai, Shanghai,China

The Frontier of Chinese Art Education, San Francisco, USA

Sense and Sensibility: Ten Artists' Exhibition for Contemporary Art,
Contemporary Art Museum, Shanghai,Chian

Force 12 Hurricane: Ming Distingguished Assembly, Mingyuan Art Museum
Shanghai, China

Exhibition of Chinese Contemporary Art LOS ANGELES ART SHOW, Los
Angeles, USA

Garden Splendors: Chinese Contemporary Art Inuitational Exhibition, Jinji
Art Museum, Suzhou,China
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2014 In the Name of Nature: An Exhibition on Landscape Painting, Art Museum of
Nanjing Art University, Nanjing, China
Incorporeal Shape: International Cortemporary Art Exhibition, Museum of
contemporary art Beijing , Beijing, China
2012 In time: 2012 China oil painting Biennial, National Museum of Fine Arts, Beijing,
China
Incorporeal Shape: Chinese Contemporary Art Collection, Kunstwerk Carlshitte,
Budelsdorf, Germany
Dreaming of the South: Chinese Contemporary Art Collection, Fanhua Art
Exhibition Center, Shanghai, China
2012 China Oil Painting Art Exhibition, Olympia West Hall, London, UK
2010 Reshaping History: 2000-2009 Chinese News Art, The National Conference
Center, Beijing, China
2009 China Narratives: Chengdu Biennial, Chengdu International Exhibition Center,
Chengdu, China
Constellations: 798 Biennial, 798, Beijing, China
2008 Live classical Chinese garden-From fantasy to reality, Dresden, Germany
2005 Beijing International Biennial, China National Museum of Fine Arts, Beijing,
China
Chengdu Biennial, Chengdu Modern Art Museum, Chengdu, China
SELECTED COLLECTIONS

National Museum of China
National Art Museum of China
China Arts Museum-Shanghai
Dadu Museum of Art

Zhejiang Art Museum
Shandong Art Museum

Arario Museum
EXPO 2010
Z-art Center
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Arario Gallery Shanghai
7 Longai Rd, Mangoo Hub, #D, 1F, Xuhui District, Shanghai

Email: info@arraioshanghai.com

Web: www.arariogallery.com



