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JUNG Kangja: LIFE GOES ON

Nov 3, 2023 - Jan 6, 2024
Arario Gallery Shanghai

ARARIO GALLERY SHANGHAI is pleased to present the solo exhibition of Korean artist JUNG Kangja
(1942-2017) from 3 November 2023 to 6 January 2024. The exhibition will include not only paintings
from different periods of her career, but also showcase the installation work " 7o Repress” created in
1968. As a pioneer of performance and experimental art, JUNG has had a profound impact on the
Korean art world and even on Korean society. Archives documenting her early artistic practices will
also be displayed, offering viewers a more comprehensive picture of JUNG's artistic journey.

During the military dictatorship of the 1960s and 1970s, Korea was experiencing rapid economic
growth but social unrest and suppression of citizens' rights. Against this backdrop, JUNG graduated
from the western painting department of Hongik University in 1967, and joined the avant-garde
Korean art groups "Shin Jeon" and "The Fourth Group." In the same year, she participated in the
landmark exhibition titled "Korean Young Artists Association Exhibition", which gathered a group of
young artists who challenged the mainstream of art by introducing politics into the context of art,
attempting to resist the rigid societal ideologies.

In 1968, JUNG collaborated with Korean artists Kang Kukjin (1939-1992) and Jung Chanseung (1942-
1994) on a performance art titled " 7ransparent Balloons and a Nude (1968)", in which audience were
invited to hang transparent balloons on her half-nude body, subsequently popping them one by one.
When all the balloons were burst, JUNG left the stage. The performance itself challenged the
conservative social norms of the time. Throughout the performance, JUNG was completely passive
and at the mercy of others, and the transparent balloons, on the other hand, served as a tangible
metaphor for women's circumstances: from the balloons being affixed to the female body (society's
expectations of women's roles) to being burst (the body being gazed and utilized) and their deflation
process (gradually losing value as time passes by) until they appeared shriveled (being discarded). The
performance revealed the societal situation of most women in that era.

In 1969, the installation " 7o Repress (1968)" was first displayed at “Hankook /lbo Invitation Exhibitior’' in
Seoul. It "depicts the oppressed existence of women,” the artist stated. The work consists of the soft
cotton pressed down and deformed by a heavy steel pipe, unable to withstand the weight of it. By the
comparison of flawless white and mottled rust, soft warmth and rigid coldness, viewers can perceive a
palpable tension and sense of pain from the work. Compared to the performance art she created
around the same period, this work didn't receive adequate attention. However, the artist herself
attached great importance to this work. With the sketch and the photo of the installation, in 2018, this
work was remade and exhibited again in the last solo exhibition she prepared before her death.
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At the dawn of the 1970s, the Korean government began to impose severe sanctions on radical art
movements. In 1977, JUNG moved to Singapore with her family, and returned to Korea five years later.
From 1982 onward, she gradually shifted her focus to painting, through which her expression on social
consciousness and sense of identity continued. She began to travel frequently to faraway places
untouched by modern civilization and drew inspiration from her journeys. She traversed the vast Sahara
Desert in Niger, painted lions and giraffes at the foot of Mount Kilimanjaro, and women in the clothing
markets of Gambia - This series of works captured the raw vitality of distant lands, and embodied JUNG's

fantastic imagination, as well as her dreams and passions.

In the later stages of her artistic career, JUNG continued to seek breakthroughs and new challenges.
While she maintained an interest in tangible objects from reality, she was not confined to any specific
paradigm. She deconstructed every object into its geometric form of a semi-circle, and believed that
circles and straight lines, as the smallest units of all objects in the universe, represent the most
fundamental essence. She wanted to liberate herself through “imaginations that | stretch in my own way

in an unlimited, free space that is bound to nothing”.

JUNG's creations at every stage unfolded along with her journey of life and mirrored her dreams and
loneliness. She was active at the forefront of Korean experimental art in the 1960s and 1970s, but was
underappreciated until 2000, when her artistic achievements were rediscovered and recognized. Recently,
JUNG's debut work, "Kiss Me" was showcased in the touring exhibition "Only the Young. Experimental Art
in Korea, 1960-1970s", curated by the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art (MMCA) in
Seoul. The exhibition is currently on view at the Guggenheim Museum in New York and is scheduled to

tour the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles early next year.

JUNG's works radiate a vibrant vitality, yet her path of creation has been a lonely and arduous journey.
Despite this, she never ceased creating, but regarded art as her life and constantly pursued the dream of

ideal. Now, she left us, but her spirit will continue to exist alongside her works.
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L FFTATEING, 1968F
(BREkESK) EER. FIF. FBUIAE), 1968.5.30, C'est Si Bon Music Café, Seoul, Korea

Performance by JUNG Kangja, 1968
( Transparent Balloons and a Nude) (Kukjin Kang, Kangja Jung, Chanseung Jung), 1968.5.30, C'est Si Bon Music
Café, Seoul, Korea

-
(=<
=]
el
—d
I
(=}
=
(=4
=T
(=<
I




ARARIO GALLERY

7o Repress | I&

Cotton, steel pipe 185, NE&
200 x 258 x 28 cm
1968

First installation of original work with the artist

ENzFmEXELEID, AAEARKFEIF



<To Repress, 1968>

The work To Repress was exhibited in 1968 at
Hankook Ibo and only consists of one
photograph, one installation sketch, and a brief
statement from the artist that it "depicts the
oppressed existence of women."

This installation work, featuring a steel pipe
placed on large pieces of cotton, symbolizes
the oppressed existence of women as the light
cotton is weighed down by the heavy steel. This
work went unnoticed during its time due to
other socalled 'happening' works by JUNG,
such as 7Transparent Balloons and Nude (1968),
and Murder at the Han Riverside (1968).

JUNG had requested the reproduction of this
piece for her solo exhibition at ARARIO
GALLERY in 2018, which she had prepared
during her Hifetime, but unfortunately was
unable to see the reproduced work because
she had passed away prior to the exhibition
opening.

Although JUNG never referred to herself as a
feminist, her works overall project an awareness
on feminism as well as the dynamics of gender
ideologies and politics of those times.
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Installation View of Jung Kangja.'s solo exhibition “Life Goes On”at ARARIO GALLERY, Shanghai, 2023
FIFIE (BEA) Eslly, R ERERLE, 2023
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&4 / Rebirth

fHEHE oil on canvas
161 x 260 cm
1985
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Installation View of Jung Kangja:'s solo exhibition ‘Life Goes On”at ARARIO GALLERY, Shanghai, 2023
BIFINE (BEZAN) Bl [WhERERLE, 2023



ARARIO GALLERY

MERAXEMREKR..... / £ven If the Earth Falls Tomorrow...

fmEHE oil on canvas
160 x 130 cm
1995



ARARIO GALLERY

WSBEH& / Self Portrait with Dragon

A ESHE oil on canvas
162 x 130 cm
1991
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WSS / Landscape with Dragon

A ESHE oil on canvas
162 x 130 cm
1990
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Installation View of Jung Kangja:'s solo exhibition “Life Goes On”at ARARIO GALLERY, Shanghai, 2023
BIFITE (EZA) By, WERERLE, 2023
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KI8T H / Rose Festival

MERE Acrylic on canvas
170 x 122 cm
1986
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Installation View of Jung Kangja:'s solo exhibition ‘Life Goes On”at ARARIO GALLERY, Shanghai, 2023
BIFINE (BEZAN) Bl [WhERERLE, 2023
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WWSBAILF / Flower and Two Women

FRERE Acrylic on canvas
162 x 122 cm
1990
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IRETHIZERIEL(KELIE) / The Women in a Clothes Market (Gambia)

EAM Acrylic on canvas
160 x 200.5 cm
1989
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Installation View of Jung Kangja:'s solo exhibition ‘Life Goes On”at ARARIO GALLERY, Shanghai, 2023
BIFE (B2A) EESI, WhERERLE, 2023
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WHREBEE / Vase with Roses and a Nude

FmESHE oil on canvas
53x46 cm
2007
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EBWESBIRE / Hibiscus and Bird Catching Fish

FmESHE oil on canvas
53x46 cm
2009
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TR / Untitled

FESAE oil on canvas
61x 73 cm
2003
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Installation View of Jung Kangja:'s solo exhibition ‘Life Goes On”at ARARIO GALLERY, Shanghai, 2023
PIFTE (BEAN) BEW, W ERERLE, 2023
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To/& / Untitled

S HE| oil on canvas
130 x 162 cm
2004
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MHRERBIIEIS / Couple in the Jungle

fEHE oil on canvas
162 x 130 cm
2013
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SHEIZFDEEE / Kilimanjaro and Safari

FmESHE oil on canvas
130 x 162 cm
1988
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WA HL / Sahara

fmESHE oil on canvas
130 x 162 cm
2012
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XKPAMZEE / Dance of the Sun Godness

fHEHE| oil on canvas
130 x 162 cm
2013
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BIRZ . / Limited Road

fEHE oil on canvas
73 %x90.5cm
2000
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BIRAY&EHR / Limited Life

D HE| oil on canvas
60 x 72 cm
2014
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B ERIEE MR (RR/R) / The Tuareg Tribe Crossing a Desert (Niger)

REREE Acrylic on canvas
162 x 130 cm

1989
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ENE / India

#ESAE oil on canvas
73 x 60 cm
1995
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TR / Untitled

FmESHE oil on canvas
53x46 cm
2005
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To&& / Untitled

#x _L3E Oil on panel
53 x 46 cm
1989
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ZF583% / Child Playing with Mother

fmESHE oil on canvas
53x65cm
201
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B5<F / Mother and Child

#ESAE oil on canvas
72.5%x60.5cm
2004
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RTZEBEERILZ A / Woman Dancing in Rapid Tempo

fmESHE oil on canvas
162 x 130.3 cm
2015
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HERZF / Text of Semi-Circle

W ESHE oil on canvas
130 x 162 cm
2016
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JUNG Kangja
15T F

1942-2017
g5 E South Korea

JUNG Kangja was born in Daegu in 1942 and made her debut in the Korean art scene in 1967 with the
<Korean Young Artists Association Exhibition> after graduating from Hongik University, Department of
Western Painting. Active as a member of the ‘New Exhibition” and ‘The Fourth Group’ during the 1960-
1970s, a time of strong military dictatorship and ideological confrontations, she attempted making social
statements through various artistic experiments and garnered significant attention. However, due to
government surveillance and sanctions after her 1970 solo exhibition </ncorporeality> was forcibly
removed she migrated to Singapore with her family, and as a consequence for over a decade JUNG had to
halt her artistic endeavours. Her social consciousness and sense of identity continued through experimental
paintings after returning to Korea in 1982.

JUNG's work over the last 15 years does a poignant job of displaying her interest in something concrete
and realistic, something that had expanded into interest in human beings through abstract, transcendental
forms. In short, she wanted to liberate herself through “imaginations that | stretch in my own way in an
unlimited, free space that is bound to nothing.” JUNG Kangja's work was presented at the National
Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art Seoul's <Only the Young: Experimental Art in Korea, 1960s-
1970s>, and is currently on view at the Guggenheim Museum in New York and is scheduled to tour to the
Hammer Museum in Los Angeles early next year. Additionally, solo exhibitions are planned to be held at
ARARIO GALLERY Seoul and Shanghai this coming November.

MTF, 19425 HETFTHEEKL, 1967FMARKFZFFLERENE, £ (BESFEARDERES) ¥8
RE FEHEZARES, 1960-1970F, (FASEZARBIA FEL New Exhibition"#1"85F4/\H The Fourth
Group"HIf Rz —, MBI FHEREI A BN ESRENRINFZSEN TR, BEmEsSiER
STRARTETIC, FRE TR E, A, BHE1970EHNE (TR M) #WoakEly, SLideEY
BHEMSHE, FHITFERANSIEERINE, X—SFS8E FRNTESRRERAERP UL TN
RiEEN, 1982FREFEEE, BT FEILIMHABRELE T At 22IRMEMmIAE EHEH 5FX,

T FAIFRPRIE T HOXITISCRPROAE, XAEBIT MR, SR RE T ALASKE, &
ms<, wREd' 5eihE—ITLRNY. BEN. FEREUYORNTEERTFERKBNES. LT
MIERIFHAZ 5T B/REZMERZARENE (MMCA) FHRIKE (KEFR: 1960-1970FEHEZLNZ
A) |, BEEMNETALLREEEYEZN, FtTRFDCREZIZUSIBEYIE. Ih, W ERE
BRE/RM L= EEE S5 TSFE B2 T FRIAREEIME.
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JUNG Kangja

1942-2017, born in Daegu, Korea

EDUCATION

1967 B.A. Department of Western Painting, Hongik University, Seoul, Korea

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2023 Jung Kangja: Dear Dream, Fantasy, and Challenge, ARARIO MUSEUM in SPACE, Seoul,
Korea

2018 Jung Kangja: / Want My Last Trip to the Moon, ARARIO GALLERY, Cheonan & Seoul,
Korea

2014 Jung Kangja, SOOHOH Gallery, Busan, Korea

2013 Jung Kangja, Gallery J-one, Daegu, Korea

Jung Kangja, Hangaram Art Gallery, Seoul, Korea 9
Jung Kangja, Galleria SOONSOO, Seoul, Korea
2012 Jung Kangja, Superior Gallery, Seoul, Korea
Jung Kangja, SOOHOH Gallery, Busan, Korea
2010 Jung Kangja, Insa Art Center, Seoul, Korea

Jung Kangja, Hana Art Gallery, Seoul, Korea

2006 Jung Kangja, Lonely Voyage, Gallery Seoho, Seoul, Korea

2005 Jung Kangja, Total Gallery, Daejeon, Korea

2004 Jung Kangja, Lonely Voyage, Gallery Seoho, Seoul, Korea

1979 Jung Kangja, International Solo Exhibition, Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art

in Nusantara, Jakarta, Indonesia

1970 Exhibition of /ncorporeality (non-body), National Public Information Office, Seoul,
Korea
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SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2024 Only the Young: Experimental Art in Korea 1960s5-1970s, MMCA, Seoul, Korea,
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, USA, Hammer Museum, LA, USA
(touring expected)

2023 Only the Young: Experimental Art in Korea 1960s-1970s, National Museum of Modern
and Contemporary Art, Seoul, Korea

Action, Gesture, Performance: Feminism, the Body and Abstraction, Fondation Vincent
Van Gogh, Arles, France

80 Urban Reality, Seoul Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea
SUMA Collection: Discovering the Star, Suwon Museum of Art, Suwon, Korea

Action, Gesture, Performance: Feminism, the Body and Abstraction, Whitechapel
Gallery, London, UK

2022 The Poetic Collection, Seoul Museum of Art, Seoul Seosomun Main Building, Seoul,
Korea

2020 Dancing Queen, ARARIO GALLERY Cheonan, Cheonan, Korea

2017 Reenacting History: Collective Actions and Everyday Gestures, National Museum of

Modern and Contemporary Art, Gwacheon, Korea
Asia Women Artists, Jeonbuk Museum of Art, Wanju-gun, Korea

2006 Museum on the Move, National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art,
Gwacheon, Korea

2001 The Era of Transformation and Dynamics, National Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art, Gwacheon, Korea

1999 Moving Gallery, National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Gwacheon,
Korea

1992 The Primitive Sculpture Exhibition, Shinsegye Department Store Gallery & Moran
Gallery, Seoul, Korea

1988 The Seoul International Modern Art Festival, to celebrate 1988 Seoul Olympics,
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Gwacheon, Korea

1980 The Group Exhibition of Four Countries, National Gallery Singapore, Singapore

1970 Six Korean Young Artists, Tokiwa Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

1969 Hankook llbo Invitation Exhibition, Seoul, Korea

1967 Korean Young Artists Association Exhibition, National Public Information Office, Seoul,

Korea
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SELECTED PERFORMANCES

1970 Funeral of the Established Art and Culture Performance, From Sajik Park to
Gwanghwamun Gate, Seoul, Korea

1969 Tissue Dress (SON ligwang, JUNG Kangja, JUNG Chanseung), Jangchungdan Park,
Seoul, Korea
1968 Transparent Balloons and a Nude Performance. The 4th Contemporary Art Seminar,

C'est Si Bon Music Café, Seoul, Korea

Murder at the Han Riverside (KANG Kukjin, JUNG Kangja, JUNG Chanseung), the 2nd
Han River Bridge, Seoul, Korea

SELECTED COLLECTIONS

National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea
Seoul Museum of Art, Korea

Suwon Museum of Art, Korea

Seoul Arts Center, Korea

ARARIO MUSEUM, Korea

Hongik University Museum of Art, Korea

Long Museum Shanghai, China
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FELAES (FEGH) | BFRFEDRE, HEEXR
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1981 TEAR, Spaceld¥iE, SHEE/R

1970 NMIBESFEAR, ERERE, HARR

1969 Hankook llboiisE, FEE/R

1967 BESFEARDRE, BXHENDLE, HEER

EBRITRERIER

1970 BHREARUFRENZEL, MNEBRERIMND, SBEER

1969 K48 (SON Igwang. #BIF. JUNG Chanseung) , KEBAR, FHEE/R
1968 BERSEIIRAITHZEARETE BUERRZ RIS, Clest Si Bon Music Cafe, &
E&R

BOTIHANERZE (KANG Kukjin, #BIF. JUNG Chanseung) , LIS KHr, &5
ESI=IN

EB KT
EMMANZARENE, FHE
FHEBRZAEME, #HE
IKRZEAREMIE, FHE
BE/REARFL, FHE
PnEBBREARIE, FHE
SAEXRFEARE, FHE
TEAE, FELE
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About Us

M ERERE198IFEINES, EABEMPERIIA=E, MuEREREIEN=TFORLERRES LR TNZAK, #F
SHEERZASRER. MHERARENZAFKREB20HL70ERESHIRZALE, SMENEXBREARZIR, 28, BE. ZERUK
EBERZZAET, RERITTMNBXSCABBNMSHEXL. MEERERFIESE DS=EMNMEXISH THS5ERZ
AK, BEFEZARBAHKIEERIFFRZIAR. MREARNREXASHE. HA, dE. DENFETIERNAHIZAR, £
I Y REATEARMR, AT BEIE e EZ B AFEETIE.

Since its opening in 1989, ARARIO GALLERY has operated exhibition spaces in various regions, including Seoul and Cheonan, Korea; Beijing
and Shanghai, China; and New York, US. Today, Arario Gallery maintains three spaces across Seoul, Cheonan, and Shanghai. Under the grand
scheme of pursuing and securing the identity of Asian art, Arario Gallery focuses on discovering, incubating, and promoting Asian artists
internationally and presenting experimental art from Asia to a broader audience through exhibitions by taking on the role of a leading gallery

and guiding the contemporary art scene in Asia.

Vi ia] Hbiik Address
How to Visit
R4 B8 BRL | B k7 Arario Gallery Shanghai
EETHRILXEZRTSTRT 70K 7 Longai Rd, Mangoo Hub, #D, Xuhui District, Shanghai
B B iE Tel.
021-54249220 021-54249220

P i BB B i) R Arario Gallery Shanghai

HB#8: info@ararioshanghai.com Email: info@ararioshanghai.com

L www.arariogallery.com Web: www.arariogallery.com

Instagram: arariogallery_official Instagram: arariogallery_official

BIEALS: FRERBE Arario WeChat Official Account: fali7 B2 B2 & B} Arario

AR R E INT A PRI R Arario Gallery RED: P+ B Arario Gallery



