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Transition

Mankind's contemplation of consciousness, existence, and the universe has been relentless since
ancient times. Artists find themselves increasingly venturing into a recurrent type of dream, reminis-
cent of the ‘information cocoon’ phenomenon in real life. This cocoon is where the perceptual system,
influenced by one's historical behaviors and interests, guides the creation of dream content, conse-
quently narrowing the diversity within dreams. Drawing inspiration from dreams and multiple realities,
in this exhibition, the artist imagines through ink animation, installations, and paintings that dreams are
an interweaving of our memories with parallel universes - firmly believing that “each dream is an

experience of another self in a parallel universe.’

The exhibition space is constructed to resemble a misty, rainy environment of an old Jiangnan house,
inviting the audience to step into the threshold between dream and reality, basking together in the
drizzle. A roughly five-minute ink animation titled "When | Fell Asleep, The Dream Came" portrays the
endless repetition of dreams that bind one in sorrowful emotions. Frame by frame, the dynamic ink
strokes shimmer on the screen, outlining the elusive memories and perceptions. The visuals freeze on
the damp state of the Xuan paper, where each flowing scene subtly hints at a melancholy brimming with
tears. This, coupled with the glistening rain threads from the installations, weaves a tapestry of sorrow-

ful reflections, constructing memories fused with genuine emotions and fantasies.

While consciousness is not material, it has transformed into a mysterious particle grounded in materi-
alism, serving as a conduit to the external world and allowing us to reach another dimension. Thus,
dreams become the intertwining link between our memories and parallel universes. When we dream of
past experiences, it's a communion with another self in a parallel universe, one that shares our collec-

tive memory. Each dream represents an avatar's experience in another universe.
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LIU Y

Liu Yi was born in 1990 in Ningbo, China. She obtained her Master's degree from the China Academy of Fine Arts
in 2016. Currently, she resides in Hangzhou. Her primary research focus is on "Early Chinese art films and
experimental animation.” She utilizes various mediums such as animation, multimedia, and space installation to
reflect her daily experiences and explore the potential of her works. Through her eclectic creations, audiences

are able to delve into a distinct parallel world.

Her video works include such as "Morning and Dusk, “No More,” "Burning,” "When | Fall Asleep,My Dream
Comes” "Origin of Species,” "Chaos Theory,” "A Travel Inward,” "Into The Void,” "A Crow Has Been Calling for a
Whole Day,” and "The Earthly Men.” Additionally, her collaborative stage works such as "Spring, River, Flower,
Moon, Night” and "Idyllic Lives.” Liu Yi's video works and installations have been exhibited in renowned muse-
ums and institutions worldwide, including the Animist Tallinn Festival Exhibition,Jing’an International Sculpture
Project, Cyprus Museum, New Chitose Airport, Centre for Heritage Arts & Textile, Power Station of Art, Times Art

Museum Beijing, Hanshan Art Museum Suzhou, and Seoul Museum of Art.

In 2017, her work "A Crow Has Been Calling for a Whole Day” was selected for the Holland Animation Film
Festival (HAFF) and later received the "Special Recommendation” award at the Hua International Short Film
Festival. In 2018, Liu Yi was invited to participate in the SeMa Nanji Residency Project at the Seoul Museum of
Art. The following year, she was invited to The Royal Abbey of Fontevraud in Anjou as an artist in residence and
served as a jury member for the Cyprus Animation Film Festival. She also completed an exhibition during her

residency program in Cyprus. Her works have been collected by esteemed institutions such as the White Rabbit

Contemporary Chinese Art Collection, the East Asia Library of Stanford University, and the M+ Collection.
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