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ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

HdM Gallery is pleased to present “Language of Limitation” a solo show by the American
artist Rachel Sharpe. Presented for the first time in China, Rachel Sharpe is of Japanese
and American descent. A former ballet dancer, she is a self-taught painter based in
California. The exhibition will include 10 new paintings centered around religion and

dancing that have never been shown previously.

By choosing these two themes, Rachel Sharpe places her work as the latest in a long
pictural history, starting with the first Christian iconography of the early middle ages
through to late Renaissance biblical scenes for the “religious” paintings, and a later,
more modern one that includes 17th century paintings of “Fétes Galantes” by Watteau
and the dancers of Degas for the “dance” paintings. Sharpe however, has embarked on
a roundabout way to approach these two themes, choosing not to depict whole scenes,
with their own narrative and message, but to paint small details thereof, focusing on
and enlarging specific areas to exacerbate their dramatic value; as a result, her works
become a sort of metonymy, forcing the audience to reflect on the essence of the actions

represented.

Whilst Rachel Sharpe deploys a realistic and technically accomplished style, the
composition of her paintings is unique, filling the canvas almost entirely with various
elements in an unconventional way. Similarly, her palette is often unexpected: at times
almost monochromatic or using nuances of the same color, and alternatively drawing
inspiration from Renaissance chiaroscuro painters. Despite being self-taught, Sharpe
consistently displays a deft use of traditional techniques and a capacity to develop a

pictural language that is all her own.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Born in 1990 in Seattle, Rachel Sharpe now lives and works in Los Angeles. Her work
was the object of two solo shows at De Boer Gallery (Los Angeles and Antwerp) and has

participated in the Art Antwerp and NADA New York art fairs.
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798 Art District, No.2 Jiuxiangiao Road

Chaoyang District, Beijing, China

Duration: 1 November 2024 - 30 November 2024
Opening Hours: Tuesday - Saturday from 11am to 6pm
(Or by appointment)
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HdM GALLERY

Created in 2009 by Hadrien de Montferrand with the support of Laurent
Dassault and Olivier Hervet, HAIM Gallery specializes in all disciplines
of contemporary art — painting, sculpture, video and installation - with a
particular focus on Chinese artists. Based in Beijing, it opened a project space
in Paris in 2021.

The gallery is dedicated to supporting recognized artists from different
horizons; most of its Chinese artists are in the early stage of their career and
the gallery promotes their work abroad. International artists on the other
hand are more established and the gallery mainly attempts to raise awareness
of their work in China.

Besides its normal exhibition program, HdM Gallery participates in art fairs
in China and abroad including Art Basel Hong Kong, Art021 Shanghai,
Art Brussels and Art Geneva, produces academic catalogues, and organizes
institutional shows for its artists.

FOUNDERS

Hadrien de Montferrand has long served as a bridge between the Art worlds
of China and Europe. His more than seven years at various auction houses
and Art institutions included roles as marketing director for ARTCURIAL,
the largest French auction house, and for the Ullens Center for Contemporary
Art in Beijing.

Laurent Dassault , an entrepreneur to the core, helped to found
Arquana, continental Europe’ s leading horse auction house, in 2006. His
entrepreneurial spirit extends to his charitable activities as well: Laurent
serves as the administrator of the “Friends of Pompidou Museum’ s
Association” in Paris, and heads the development committee for the auction
house ARTCURIAL.

Olivier Hervet graduated with an MA in Classics from Oxford University in
2008. After working for Hadrien de Montferrand Gallery since its inception
in 2009 where he developed the gallery’ s network of young collectors, he
became a partner in 2012 with the goal of opening a second space in China.

RED Instagram



