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ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

HdM Gallery Square Room is pleased to present the solo exhibition Planet by artist Hao
Shiming, opening on December 14th. This exhibition highlights new works from Hao
Shiming's Harmony series and Stone series. The artist seeks to reconstruct traditional
core elements within an innovative framework by exploring Chinese calligraphy and a
broader artistic expression shaped by traditional culture.

"Huangdi (the Yellow Thearch) examined and established the celestial calendar, defined
Wauxing (five elements), and determined the cycles of waxing and waning (revised the
calendar and set the beginning of the first month)."

— Records of the Grand Historian (Shiji), Book of Calendars, Han Dynasty

The imagination and observation of planets by ancient Chinese scholars can be traced
back to the Han Dynasty (Western Han, 202 BC - 9 AD). The emergence of astronomy
broadened humanity's understanding of abstract concepts such as Yi ( 5 ), Dao (i& ),
the Five Elements (Wu Xing), and the principle of "the unity of heaven and humanity"
(Tian Ren He Yi). As products of ancient astronomical studies, planets and their orbits
not only facilitated the calculation of calendar and time but also bring up the debate of
weather there is "an unalterable law of the universe." Just as the motion of planets follows
an invisible forces that govern their trajectories, might all things in the world "colliding"
and "interacting" similarly adhere to a perpetual state of convergence and divergence?
This exhibition revolves around the artist's exploration of this everlasting philosophical
concept.

The Harmony series is a continuous exploration of Hao Shiming's works on paper, which
center on the "double-hooked" technique inspired by traditional Chinese calligraphy. By
pre-drawing liner colors as the fundamental base, Hao meticulously outlines each stroke
and layering colors repetitively to achieve a three-dimensional visual effect. Grounded
in the structure of traditional Chinese calligraphy, his works on paper not only present
an abstract expression that balances order and readability, but also echoing the format
of painting in the Western art context at the same time. The "communication” between
the artist and his chosen materials—paper and matte acrylic—manifests as a dynamic
exploration of color and form. This dialogue generates a vitality (qi) that intertwines with
the works, capturing an often-overlooked resonance within the present era.

Notably, in the silk paintings from the Stone series, the artist eschews the traditional
Chinese depiction of "stone" as a symbol of stability, instead striving to convey a sense
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of vacancy and levitation. The composition of "stone-like yet subtle" lines evokes the
imagery of floating planets colliding repeatedly in an anti-gravity environment, in which
they are continuously shifting and transforming under the influence of force.

The resonance between the Harmony and the Stone series represents Hao Shiming’s
latest exploration of the consistency in space. Abstract lines rendered on traditional
mediums such as rocks and silk extend across various "surfaces," establishing a dialogue
between installations and easel paintings. This interplay fosters a harmonious cross-
media coherence throughout the exhibition space.

Hao begins with evolving lines, aiming to construct spatial depth while simultaneously
creating a three-dimensional effect. However, this notion of three-dimensional effect
is apart from the perspective rooted in the Western history of Art. Instead, he employs
a unified brushstroke and a "linguistic system" (calligraphy) derived from traditional
Chinese culture to achieve a lighter, but distinct, Oriental spatial expression. Through
this approach, the abstract artistic language ultimately transforms into a form of
normalcy that is accessible to the viewer.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Hao Shiming, born in 1977 in Heze, Shandong Province, graduated from the traditional
painting department of the Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts in 2000 and graduated with
a master’s degree from Capital Normal University in 2014. He now works at Hubei
Provincial Academy of Fine Arts and lives in Wuhan and Beijing. Combining tradition
with modernity, Hao Shiming's works attempt to rebuild a new personal identity. Hao
Shiming’s works have been exhibited by numerous important art museums, including
Sydney City Hall, National Art Museum of China, Shanghai Art Museum, Today Art
Museum, Hubei Art Museum, Shanghai Duolun Museum of Modern Art, Wuhan Art
Museum, etc.
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HdM GALLERY

Created in 2009 by Hadrien de Montferrand with the support of Laurent
Dassault and Olivier Hervet, HAIM Gallery specializes in all disciplines
of contemporary art — painting, sculpture, video and installation - with a
particular focus on Chinese artists. Based in Beijing, it opened a project space
in Paris in 2021.

The gallery is dedicated to supporting recognized artists from different
horizons; most of its Chinese artists are in the early stage of their career and
the gallery promotes their work abroad. International artists on the other
hand are more established and the gallery mainly attempts to raise awareness
of their work in China.

Besides its normal exhibition program, HdM Gallery participates in art fairs
in China and abroad including Art Basel Hong Kong, Art021 Shanghai,
Art Brussels and Art Geneva, produces academic catalogues, and organizes
institutional shows for its artists.

FOUNDERS

Hadrien de Montferrand has long served as a bridge between the Art worlds
of China and Europe. His more than seven years at various auction houses
and Art institutions included roles as marketing director for ARTCURIAL,
the largest French auction house, and for the Ullens Center for Contemporary
Art in Beijing.

Laurent Dassault , an entrepreneur to the core, helped to found
Arquana, continental Europe’ s leading horse auction house, in 2006. His
entrepreneurial spirit extends to his charitable activities as well: Laurent
serves as the administrator of the “Friends of Pompidou Museum’ s
Association” in Paris, and heads the development committee for the auction
house ARTCURIAL.

Olivier Hervet graduated with an MA in Classics from Oxford University in
2008. After working for Hadrien de Montferrand Gallery since its inception
in 2009 where he developed the gallery’ s network of young collectors, he
became a partner in 2012 with the goal of opening a second space in China.
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