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Joey Holder is an artist whose work raises philosophical questions of our
universe and things yet unknown, regarding the future of science,
medicine, biology and human-machine interactions. Holder has
exhibited widely in the UK & internationally including the Harvard
Museum of Natural History, Athens Biennale, Design Museum, Sydney
Biennale, Transmediale & Venice Biennale. She is the director of SPUR,
an online platform which supports digital practice and the director of
Chaos Magic, an arts project space in Nottingham.




Cryptid explores queer ecology and the limitations of Western
scientific taxonomy. Artist Joey Holder draws attention to the well
known catch-all term for microscopic marine creatures — viruses,
bacteria, plants and embryos — this new installation centres on
plankton.

*Queer ecology states that people often regard nature in terms of dualistic notions like
natural and unnatural, alive or not alive, human or not human, when in reality, nature
exists in a continuously changing state. The idea of the natural arises from human
perspectives on nature, not nature itself. This branch of ecology rejects ideas of human
exceptionalism and anthropocentrism that propose that humans are unique and more
important than other non-human nature, specifically challenging traditional ideas
regarding which organisms, species, and individuals have value. For Holder this contrasts
the prevailing, limited system of Western thought, where we recognise some bodies and
not others.
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An eight-minute two-channel film
shows shifting, layered footage from
laboratory cameras, cryptozoology
forums and conspiracy sites, set to a
frantic electronic score by Ptwiggs. The
two channel video is displayed within
wall panels bearing images derived
from microscopy, cosmograms and
illustrative diagrams.
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*Hailing from Sydney, Australia, Ptwiggs otherwise known as Phoebe
Twigg is a producer and qualified audio engineer. Morphing audio into
pulsing waves of emotion, Ptwiggs delivers a sound that is delicately
detailed yet powerfully destructive, swinging between constant poles of
tranquility and turmoil.
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Planktonic creatures play a critical role in removing carbon from the atmosphere and regulatin
the Earth’s climate, forming the basis of the global food chain. Adopting a diagrammatic
aesthetic, Holder uses the_visual language of science, through rhythmic data streams and

electron microscope photography, informed by research from her collaboration with marine
biologists. Using 3D modelling, Al generative images of deep sea creatures and mystical
symbology, Holder reveals the inter-dimensional zone these creatures occupy across popular
culture, and their importance to all life on earth.
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