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Press Release
X Museum | Alexander Basil: Hiding in Plain Sight (Mar. 23, 2024- May. 30", 2024)

Alexander Basil Making His Solo China Debut at X Museum with
"Hiding in Plain Sight" Exhibition in March

Exhibition Details

Artist: Alexander Basil

Exhibition title: Hiding in Plain Sight

Exhibition date: March 23rd, 2024 — May 30th, 2024

Exhibition venue: X Museum, Building E1, Lang Yuan Station, No.53 Banjieta Road, Chaoyang
District, Beijing

X Museum is delighted to present German artist Alexander Basil’ s first solo exhibition in China.
Titled "Hiding in Plain Sight’ , the exhibition is on view from March to May 2024, on the second
floor at X Museum in Beijing. The exhibition includes twenty-one paintings by the artist over the
past two years. "Hiding in Plain Sight” is an idiom indicating that despite being conspicuous, the
object remains unnoticed. The idiom itself reveals a politics of seeing, further reflecting human’ s
desire for communication and connection.

Basil's works are characterized by Escher-like compositions and collage-like imagery. Taking
elements from everyday life, the artist depicts himself in analytical ways. Multiple self-portraits often
appear in the same picture, creating multiple narratives. These encrypted figures not only reveal
the artist's personality but also conceal his characteristics. Basil works with oil on canvas, blending
soft and warm colors with anthropomorphized portraits of self into the background. Objects and
bodies are presented to the viewer through an almost voyeuristic perspective. Everyday items and
domestic environments are the primary subjects in Basil's artistic practice, with mirrors, water,
candles, and bathtubs frequently appearing in his paintings. In his artwork, fragmented images of
body and face are merged into everyday settings in unusual forms - becoming fluids or turning into
flames. Through a surrealist approach, he constructs an ambiguous and intimate picture space,
breaking the boundaries between people and their surroundings.

The works in the exhibition are consistent in exploring identity, inevitably imbued with a sense of
vulnerability exposed through the artist's exaggerated portrayal of the body. The recurring scenes
of domestic environments and self-portraits in the works may reflect harsh scrutiny of everyday life,
as well as deeper inner conflicts. Basil's works often reveal aspects of his personal life, highlighting
the intense conflict between self-examination and the gaze of the other. Delicate bodies and
self-portraits in various forms serve as the primary clues in the artist's works, almost inviting the
viewer to engage in dialogue and analysis. However, in most of the works, the secret gaze from
the ‘artist’ carries a sense of skepticism, creating an unsettling atmosphere in contrast with the
rich details of mundane life.
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About the Artist

Alexander Basil (b. 1997, Arkhangelsk, Russia) lives and works in Berlin. Basil has studied at The
Kunstakademie, D i sseldorf and The Academy of Fine Art, Vienna. Recent exhibitions include Galerie
Judin (Berlin), Commune (Vienna), Gallery Vacancy (Shanghai), Galerie Kandlhofer (Vienna), Nevven
(Gothenburg). His work is included in the public collections of X Museum (Beijing).

With a prodigious attention to drawing as the basis of his practice, Basil' s compositions are
constructed from exaggerated flat planes infused with heightened details of textiles, anatomical
elements such as bruises and facial features, alongside various thematic objects. Predominantly
focusing on self-portraiture within various iterations of the domestic space, his compositions regularly
include objects such as mirrors, water, glasses, mobile phones; all of which hold both literal and
figurative connotations of reflections both of our physical selves and our perceived identity.

For these introspective compositions, Basil oftentimes employs the use of multiple self-portraits into
a variety of narrative characters and reflections on the self. The figures often interact with one another
creating a dissected depiction of the interior psychology that explores introspection in a layered
manner through both its pleasures and isolation.

About X Museum

X Museum is committed to researching and promoting contemporary Chinese culture, as well as fostering
international exchange. Focusing on the future of culture and art, we support emerging artists from
multicultural, multidisciplinary backgrounds through dynamic programmes spanning different locations.
X Museum aims to create an inclusive space for the new generation of artists and local communities.
We encourage knowledge production and exchange through various forms of collection.

Annual Corporate Sponsors
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For more information, please visit:
Official Website: xmuseum.org

Instagram: xmuseum_official

WeChat Official Account: X Z£AR{E XMUSEUM
Weibo: @X ERIE

Xiaohongshu (Red): @X EAR{E

Media inquiries, please contact:

X Museum official
Email: info@xmuseum.org

PR Manager
Email: media@xmuseum.org
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General Information

® Public Opening Hours:
March 23, 2024 — May 30, 2024
Monday to Sunday: 10:00-18:00 (last entry at 17:30)

® Membership Benefits
X Museum members enjoy exclusive privileges during the exhibition period. Please refer to the
membership page on our website for details. Membership is for personal use only.

® Group Reservations
Groups of 10 or more are advised to make a reservation at least 3 days in advance.

Phone: +86 18500760310 or Email: operation@xmuseum.org
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