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LI YIFAN

Born in Wuhan, Hubei in 1966, graduated from the Central Academy of
Drama in 1991, now teaches oil painting at the Sichuan Fine Arts
Institute, currently lives in Chongaing.

He is also one of the main initiators of the art projects “All Individual
As the Society” , “Tentative Art Community” , “Between the 5th
and 6th Ring Road in Beijing” , “and Youth in Foreign Provinces” .

His documentaries “Before the Flood (2005)” and “Chronicle of
Longwang: A Year in the Life of a Chinese Village (2008)” have won
several international awards, such as Wolfgang Staudte Award at the
Berlin International Fiim Festival, Prix international de la Scam at
Cinéma du Réel, The Robert and Frances Flaherty Prize at
Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival, Documentary
Competition Prize at Hong Kong International Film Festival, also
includes IDFA Jan Vrijman Fund and Vision sud est Fund. “We were
Smart” has caused a great response in the cultural circles both at
China and abroad.

Solo exhibitions include: “Microscopic Narration: Archives” (2008-
Beijing), “lllusion Resistance: Ritual of Daily Life” (2016-Chongqging),
and “The Heretical Light” (2019-Guangdong),which fully reflect his
artistic thought of creating new aesthetics by using the transcendence
of reality itself under the current situation of Chinese society.
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G-MIRAGE002_1600*1100H308_P1#LYF08062024

HromE., ZARGE, KT 48ER

Digital painting, Giclee Print, Mounted on aluminum plate
160x110cm
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HFroE,. 2R, KT 245ER

Digital painting, Giclee Print, Mounted on aluminum plate
110x153cm
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C_MEMORY_1-70 BFLE, ZRME, EaRiE
Digital painting, Giclee Print, Aluminum frame
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Sisyphus was forced by fate to push a stone up a hill
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Sisyphus was forced by fate to push a stone up a hill

ECHO_AI+A.C_3'18"V1#LYF19082024
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constantly drives the generation and transformation of individuals and society
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ECHO_Al+J-B_3'25"V1#LYF20082024
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| believe that an artist 'should ratherbea ‘selector’ or ‘curator’
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ECHO_Al+M-F_3'26"V1#LYF06082024
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Modern technology is merelygal for human control over nature
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inner flow was founded in 2021, a Contemporary Art
Development and Promotion Platform fully owned by POP
MART. Being open, visionary, and sustainable are inner flow's
core values. It integrates artist management, art exhibition, and
art accessories development, collection and operation. The
agency focuses on promoting pop art through multiple channels.
It is inner flow's main goal to create classic, unigue, and fashion-
forward contemporary art.
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THE JOKE OF OMNISCIENCE

LI YIFAN
2024.09.13—10.20

Rambling Thoughts Before an Al Digital Art Exhibition

As the only teacher in the Oil Painting Department of the Academy of Fine Arts who
didn’ t come from a painting background and never paints, questions like whether to
paint, what to paint, why to paint, and how to paint have never been part of my personal
artistic creation. These questions only exist in my teaching and aesthetic
understanding. Many friends jokingly encouraged me to paint something, eager to see
how my aesthetic understanding would translate into a two-dimensional, handmade
creation. During the pandemic, Yang Shu even offered me a painting studio to use
when | couldn't travel for photography. | was tempted to see what | could create in two
dimensions after not having touched a brush since graduating from the Academy’ s
secondary school. But as fate would have it, an unexpected event wiped out the entire
art district, including Yang Shu's studio, and my barely-begun painting career was cut
short.

| discovered that Al could, in a way, generate my painting sentiments, sometimes even
with surprising results. At first, | didn’ t take it seriously, merely considering the
generated images as a supplement for some exhibitions. However, as curiosity drove
me further, a strange aesthetic rupture sparked a strong desire to experiment. | wanted
to see what Al could do and what relationship it had with the aesthetics we are so
accustomed to. | vaguely sensed that this rapidly advancing technology would
significantly impact the relationship between creators and reality, images, materials, and
ideas. Perhaps, in a time when restrictions have become commonplace, | could find a
new way of expression through this aesthetic rupture.

Subsequently, | spent a great deal of time studying and experiencing Al-generated art.
| found that while its dynamic video capabilities were still quite immature, it had already
shown tremendous potential in generating two-dimensional images, whether in
photography, painting, or the space between the two. It doesn’ t require any manual
skills; all you need is an understanding of images, and you can bring various visions to
life.
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My Al creations began from the deepest recesses of my memory. Since | was working
with a machine, free from the distractions of human interaction, the process was
completely spontaneous. The subjective, spiritual images that had lingered in my mind,
the unrealized plans for various reasons, and even some future work plans gradually
took shape as | interacted with the Al. My natural curiosity led me in many directions,
and at one point, my Al-generated works followed over a dozen different paths. As my
exploration deepened, the weight of certain issues began to shift within me—for
example, questions of artistic equality, the ethics of reconstruction, the relationship
between control and passivity, how to view the alienation of chance and interpretation,
and how to transform virtual freedom into inner freedom under constraints.

During my practice of Al generation, its immense possibilities—especially its
deconstruction of professional authority—brought me boundless joy. It was somewhat
like when | first got my hands on a DV camera and started making my own fiims,
rendering film studios and television stations irrelevant. Yet, | remained confused
about how to fully understand, define, and express the relationship between the
alienation brought by technology and the conscious choices we make, and how to
more directly express embodied cognition in the present moment. Sometimes, |
wondered whether Al would ever be able to truly realize my inner visions, no matter
how much | engaged in a back—-and-forth with its algorithms. It was like trying to see a
landscape through fog. By the time the exhibition creation process ended, | still
couldn’ t fully articulate Al’ s image-generation mechanism, nor could | completely
control it. To seek answers and define my works and the exhibition, | tried chatting with
ChatGPT and various great thinkers and artists, hoping for inspiration or
enlightenment, but the results were very limited. All-knowing does not mean all-
capable.

As the exhibition approached, | had to finalize all the works, including whether or not to
manually intervene in some pieces. | was aware that today many artists use Al image
generation tools and then subtly disguise those alien, chance-produced images as
handmade products, avoiding the aesthetic rupture Al brings—this even includes
famous artists like Jeff Koons. I’ ve never been against manual craftsmanship; |
believe it” s a BUG in systemic power, representing a rupture between the individual
and the system, which is incredibly valuable. However, in today’ s art world, where
there’ s a supreme reverence for craftsmanship, this obsession has almost become
part of systemic power itself.
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Abandoning manual craftsmanship in two—-dimensional expression, even using silk—
screen printing like Andy Warhol, was something | had to give up. I’ ve never been
more conflicted in creating an exhibition; giving up craftsmanship was the only issue |
was clear about. It also led me to experience two of the greatest aesthetic ruptures in
the process—one being the alienation of chance. | knew that Al-generated art brought
a sense of detachment and rupture, but | also knew that it wasn’ t just a challenge
brought by technology. It was an escape from habitual thinking, a discovery of new
ways to express and view, a reevaluation of one's position in a tech—-dominated world,
and a chance to confront the absurdity of technology and the existential state it
imposes, rediscovering and redefining one's subjectivity and existence. In fact, in recent
years, |’ ve realized that my understanding of many issues is increasingly inadequate.
Though | still maintain strong social interactions, | often feel a sense of speechlessness.
The exhibition was originally titled Still in the Mirror, referring to the need to not only
continue discovering the external but also to find the right tools to reflect on one’ s
cognitive abilities.

Before deciding to completely abandon craftsmanship in this exhibition, | revisited the
debate | had with Bao Dong more than a decade ago, where | first used the term
“embodied experience.” What did it mean then? It certainly wasn’ t about a
fetishistic pursuit of bodily discipline, nor about the body playing with materials, nor
about some kind of performative display of bodily suffering or just facing personal
despair. It emphasized embodied cognition of society—how a person understands the
conflict between the specificity and contingency of personal experience and social
commonality.

In March of this year, while preparing for the exhibition, | went to Shipaizhen in
Dongguan, as was my habit, intending to mingle with workers filming short videos about
assembly line romances and see if | could capture something interesting. Instead, | was
shocked by the fully automated, unmanned assembly lines and robotic arms in the
village-like small factories. | was especially struck at the robotics engineer training
school in Dongguan's Dongcheng, where | saw the graduation photos of the 200+
classes. | couldn’ t imagine what had happened in just three or four years for
technology to advance so quickly. While in the early 2010s, | had paid 12 euros to tour
Volkswagen’ s Industry 4.0 unmanned factory in Wolfsburg, and | knew that a factory
that once employed 70,000 to 80,000 workers now only required 280 workers per shift,

it had seemed like a distant show that had nothing to do with my reality.
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The planned trip to Guangdong quickly fell into disarray, and my initial exhibition ideas
completely collapsed. | never expected the social rupture caused by rapidly advancing
technology to be so swift and overwhelming. Worse, as | reflected on the classic
theories and great practical examples we discuss daily, | realized that most of them are
still stuck in the context of the early 2000s, rendering them impotent in addressing
today’ s realities.

This exhibition, for me, felt more like a restart after a humbling experience. It offered the
possibility of discovering new methods of cognition and work, which brought me joy.
However, |’ m also acutely aware that while each technological invention extends
human senses and functions, it also creates a rupture between the individual and
society. But Al is different—it extends human imagination and the means to express it.
Whether this rupture will lead to liberation or greater confinement, | can’ t say.

In a sense, the arrival of artificial intelligence is much like the arrival of modernity—it’ s
not about whether you like it or not; it” s here, and it s everywhere. | particularly
appreciate the attitude of the residents of Oran in The Plague—facing something
incomprehensible and irresistible, the only option is to confront it head-on and accept
whatever outcome may come, for confronting the issue itself is the meaning.
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LI YIFAN

Born in Wuhan, Hubei in 1966, graduated from the Central Academy of
Drama in 1991, now teaches oil painting at the Sichuan Fine Arts
Institute, currently lives in Chongaging.

He is also one of the main initiators of the art projects “All Individual
As the Society” , “Tentative Art Community” , “Between the 5th
and 6th Ring Road in Beijing” , “and Youth in Foreign Provinces” .

His documentaries “Before the Flood (2005)” and “Chronicle of
Longwang: A Year in the Life of a Chinese Village (2008)” have won
several international awards, such as Wolfgang Staudte Award at the
Berlin International Film Festival, Prix international de la Scam at
Cinéma du Réel, The Robert and Frances Flaherty Prize at
Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival, Documentary
Competition Prize at Hong Kong International Film Festival, also
includes IDFA Jan Vrijman Fund and Vision sud est Fund. “We were
Smart” has caused a great response in the cultural circles both at
China and abroad.

Solo exhibitions include: “Microscopic Narration: Archives” (2008-
Beijing), “llusion Resistance: Ritual of Daily Life” (2016-Chongqging),
and “The Heretical Light” (2019-Guangdong),which fully reflect his
artistic thought of creating new aesthetics by using the transcendence
of reality itself under the current situation of Chinese society.
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G-MIRAGE002_1600*1100H308_P1#LYF08062024

HromE., ZARGE, KT 48ER

Digital painting, Giclee Print, Mounted on aluminum plate
160x110cm
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HFroE,. 2R, KT 245ER

Digital painting, Giclee Print, Mounted on aluminum plate
110x153cm
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Digital painting, Giclee Print, Aluminum frame
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constantly drives the generation and transformation of individuals and society

ECHO_AI+G-D_3'41"V1#LYF01082024
N7

341"

5+1AP

2024

inner flow Gallery



y
/

*Z,‘“?K"'“” Tﬁnz MZ zﬁfi

ECHO_Al+J-B_3'25"V1#LYF20082024
Alg/&

325"

5+1AP

2024

inner flow Gallery



Eiﬁ%hz*@i@ ae— U IRFEE T CRIUE

| believe that an artist 'should ratherbea ‘selector’ or ‘curator’

ECHO_Al+M.D_3'41"V1#LYF25082024
Alg/&

3'41”

5+1AP

2024

inner flow Gallery



FNRAAA B Al apet 52 e SR
I isinotdmerely}

- L

ECHO_Al+M-F_3'26"V1#LYF06082024
Alg/&

324"

5+1AP

2024

inner flow Gallery



AR PN NESEHIETRN —FF T’

Modern technology is merelygal for human control over nature
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inner flow was founded in 2021, a Contemporary Art
Development and Promotion Platform fully owned by POP
MART. Being open, visionary, and sustainable are inner flow's
core values. It integrates artist management, art exhibition, and
art accessories development, collection and operation. The
agency focuses on promoting pop art through multiple channels.
It is inner flow's main goal to create classic, unigue, and fashion-
forward contemporary art.
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